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CHAPTER INTRODUCTIONNDCONTEXT

1.1 Introduction/Context
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the requirements and provisions of the Planning &n§ @St 2 LIYSy 4 ! OG wWwnnnZ | &
in particular Sections 180 of the Act. A local area plan is required to be prepared in respect of an
area that is designated as a town in the most recent census with a population in excess of 5,000 and
is siuated in the functional area of the planning authority which is a county council. The 2016 Census
of Population indicated that the settlement of Castlebar had a total population of 12,068 persons. A
local area plan is therefore mandatory for Castlebar.

ThePlan sets out an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of Castlebar
consistent with Climate Action, the Agenda 2030, the Mayo County Developmer2®22028 the
National Planning Framewo(kPF)the Regional Spatial arttonomic Strateg§RSES) 202032for

the Northern and Western Regipand the Mayo County Council Climate Change Adaptation Strategy
The strategyis also informed by Ministerial Guidelines, issued pursuant to Section 28 of the Act,
together with EU regirements regarding Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA); an Appropriate
Assessment/Natura Impact Report (AA/NIR); and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA).

1.2 Climate Action

This Plan is set in a context where climate change is acceptegl@sahchallenge and requires climate
action responses in adaptation and mitigation to ensure a healthy, economically thriving, liveable built
environment. One of the key National Strategic Outcomes of the NPF is to transition to a low carbon
andclimate 8a At ASyd a20ASGeod aleéez2 /2dzie [/ 2dzyOrt Qa

Ready Mayo), 208 nHn X F2NX& LI NG 2F LNBflFyRQa yliAz2yl

in the National Adaptation Framework 2018 (NAF). The purpose of tlge®t is to ensure that
climate adaptation considerations are mainstreamed into all plans and policies and integrated into all
operations and functions of the local authority, and it is a policy of the Mayo County Development
Plan 20222028 to support itsmplementation.

Actions that reduce the
emissions that contribute
to climate chonge

Actions that monoge
ond reduce the negative
impocts of climote chonge
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Figure 1.1¢ Mitigation & Adaptation measures
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2021, which promotes extensive retrofitting of existing premises and housing stock and the

prioritisation of brownfield and compact development. The actions committed to in the Climate Action

tfly Hwnum AGNRBy3Ife FEAIY YR adzZIR NI G(KS NBISYSNIdGA2Y | yR NBGAGE
through reducing demand for travel by car, sustaingtonomic and social activity at street level and

increasing access to shops, employment and amenities by sustainable transport modes.

1.3 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmaabpted by all United Nations Memb8tates in 2015,
provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the
future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which are an urgent call for
action by all countries developed and deeloping- in a global partnershipThe 2030 Agenda
encourages countries to set out a holistic approach to achieving a sustainable future for all by
developing national responses to the SDGs and incorporate them into planning and policy.

- ) ZER0 QUALITY GENDER
@ UNGER : EDUCATION EQUALITY
SUSTAINABLE i
DEVELOPMENT
GOALS

6 CLEAN WATER DECENT WORK AND
AND SANITATION ECONOMIC GROWTH

13 CLIMATE LIFE % 17 PARTNERSHIPS

ACTION

2 4

Ireland is committed to achieving the SDGs, as set out in the Department of Environment, Climate and
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objective of the National Implementation Plan is to embed the framework provided by the 2030

Agenda into the work of national and local government.

FOR THE GOALS

Figure 1.2¢ UN Sustainable Goals
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1.4 Spatial Planning Context

National
NFP

Regional
Spatial and
Economic Strategy

County Development Plan

Local Area Plan

Figure 1.3; Spatial Planning Hierarchy
1.4.1 National Planning Framework

The National Planning Framework sets out a tylel strategic plan for shaping the future growth of
Ireland and provides National Strategic Outcomes for realisingi#hen of the plan.

Compact Growth 2. Enhanced Regional Strengthened 4. Sustainable
Accessibility Rural Economies Mobility

and Communities

10. Access to Quality A Strong Economy
Childcare, Education supported by
and Health Services Enterprise,

National Strategic Innovation and Skills

7

Sustainable 8. Transition to a Low Enhanced Amenity 6. High-Quality
Management of Carbon and Climate and Heritage International
Water, Waste and Resilient Society Connectivity
other Environmental

Resources o A
] @ naannn

Outcomes

Figure 1.4 National Strategic Outcomes
The NPF sits at the highest tier of planning policy in Ireland, and all regional and local planning policy
should be consistent with the principles contained within it.

1.4.2 Regional Spatial and &wmic Strategy

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) introduces a Growth Framework for the Northern
and Western Region, which includes a settlement hierarchy, growth ambitions and supporting policy




framework to advance the spatial and econondievelopment of the region. The Northern and
Western Assembly designates Castlebar as a Key Town in the RSES and identifies key priorities for
investment and growth in the town, as set out in Chapter 2 of the LAP.

SPATIAL AND ECONOMIC STRATEGY

PEOPLE
AND PLACES

GREAT PLACE
TO LIVE

LOW CARBON
FUTURE

INNOVATIVE PEOPLE

CONNECTED
AMBITION

KEY INGREDIENTS AND METRICS

Figure 1.5 RSES Regional Growth Andris

The RSES identifies Castlebar as a strategic employment centre of significant scale, which acts as a
regional driver to complement and support the higher order urbans areas in the region. The regional
strategy seeks to support and grow the role of i@&dsr, in tandem with the town of Westport, to
strengthening the urban structure of the region, thereby creating the necessary critical mass to
become a significant economic driver for the County and Region, enabling the realisation the Atlantic
EconomidCorridor (AEC).

1.4.3 County and Town Development Plans

The Castlebar Local Area Plan must be consistent with the provisions of the Mayo County
Development Plan (CDP) 202228. The Core Strategy of the Mayo CDP sets out the population and
household targets, imddition to the zoning requirements to facilitate new residential for Castlebar
over the plan period. The CDP also contains a suite of policies and objectives to guide development,
which should be read in conjunction with this Plan. Upon final adoptienCéistlebar LAP will replace

the Castlebar Town and Environs Plan 22084 (as extended).

Where conflicting policies and objectives arise between the CDP and the LAP, the policies and
objectives of the CDP shall take precedence. It should be notedthieageneral development
management guidelines applicable to the plan area are included in the Mayo County Development
Plan. This Plan therefore includes policies and objectives that are specific to the future development
of the town of Castlebar.




1.5 Strategc Growth Corridor

At a strategic level, the Mayo CDP recognises that the economic development of Mayo will be further
enhanced through the development of the economic growth clusters in the county. Castlebar, along
with Westport and the Key Town of Ballinee located within a central strategic growth corridor in

the county (See Map 1.1 below). From a regional perspective, this corridor provides urban places of
scale between the Galway Metropolitan Area to the south and the Sligo Regional Growth Centre to
the north, thereby contributing to the realisation of the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC).

CWEG

Strategic

Growth Corridor

Tier | Towns

Tier Il Towns

Tier lll Towns

Tier IV Towns

Map 1.1- Castlebar Westport Economic Growth Cluster in context of County Mayo

A key economic driver of this central corridor is the Castiéastport Economic Growth (CWEG)
Cluster (See Map 1.1), which is underpinned by an economic strategy to further strengthen linkages
and harness future economic opportunities. Castlebar is intrinsically linked to the nearby town of
Westport through their strong ecomic, commercial and social linkages and interdependencies. The
Mayo CDP supports and promotes a future linked regional growth centre of Castlebar and Westport
in the next RSES. The upgrading of the N5 route and increased frequency of rail servicesagill red
the commuting time between Westport and Castlebar. The increased connectivity between both
population centres will strengthen the urban structure of the region by creating a critical mass.

1.6 Composition of the Plan

The Plan comprises of two volumes. \fotul consists of the written statemergccompanying maps
and appendices. Volume Il comprises the Environmental Reports including the Strategic
Environmental Assessment, Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.

The written statement shhkake precedence over the maps should any discrepancy arise between
them. In the full interpretation of all objectives for the Castlebar Town & Environs LAP, it is essential




that both the County Development Plan (CDP) and the Local Area Plan (LAP)daire tegedem.

Where conflicting objectives arise between the CDP and the LAP, the objectives of the CDP shall take
precedence. It should be noted that the general development management standards applicable to
the Plan area are included in the Mayo Coungy&opment Plan. The Plan therefore includes policies

and objectives that are specific to the future development of the t@md environs of Castlebar.

A number of stanéhlone documents also accompany the Plan, providing for evidkttapproach
to the formulation of the written statement. Accordingly, the following ddtased documents have
been prepared to inform the Plan and are published alongside the document.

1.6.1 Strategic Environmental Assessment

The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) procesdsmal systematic evaluation of the likely
significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme before a decision is made to
adopt the plan or programme. It informs the pkamaking process of the likely environmental impacts

of alternaive actions and contributes to the integration of environmental considerations into- plan
making. SEA is mandatory for plans for areas with a population of 10,000 oytimenefore, a SEA is
required for this Plan.

The findings of the SEA are set outhe Environmental Report, which, while constituting part of the
Plan documentation, is presented as a separate document. The Environmental Report provides a clear
understanding of the likely environmental consequences of decisions regarding the location of
development in the Plan area. The mitigation measures needed to offset potential adverse effects of
the Plan and future monitoring proposals have been transposed from the Environmental Report into
the Plan.

1.6.2 Appropriate Assessment (AA)

The requirement foAppropriate Assessment of plans or projects, is outlined in Article 6(3) and (4) of
the European Communities (1992) Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats
FYyR 2F gAfR FTldzyl FyR Ff 2Nl 0 Whek thd iinplidaionsoh NBOG A 3S Q0 @
proceeding with the plan or project within its zone of influence, in view of the conservation objectives

of European Site(s). This Plan was screened for AA during its preparation at draft stage. The screening
found that significaneffects on European Sites, alone or in combination with other plans or projects,
could not be screened out, and therefore, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment/Natura Impact
Assessment (NIR) was required. All AA recommendations have been integrated intarth@
emerging conclusion of the AA is that the Plan will not adversely affect the integrity of European Sites,
in light of their conservation objectives. The AA NIR is presented as a separate document
accompanying the Plan in Volume II.

1.6.3 Strategic FloodRisk Assessment (SFRA)

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) is an assessment of flood risk and includes mapped boundaries
for indicative flood risk zones, taking into account factors such as local knowledge, site walkovers and
flood risk indicators. ThEFRA is required to be prepared in accordance with the requirements of The
Planning System and Flood Risk Assessment Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2009) and Circular
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PL02/2014 (August 2014). All SFRA recommendations have been integrated inmthEhRISFRA is
presented as a separate document accompanying the Plan in Volume II.




Chapter 2 DEVELOPMENSTRATEGY

2.1 Introduction

The Development Strategy has been informed by the NPF, R&#ESCounty Development Plamd
National Climate Action Planghich will influence the sustainable future growth of Castlebar over the
lifetime of the plan and beyond. This Plan has also been informed and guided by the findings and
recommendations of theStrategic Environmental Assessment, Appropriate Assessment (AA) and
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA), accompanying this Plan in Vollhee dévelopment
strategy for Castlebar town and environs is guided by the vision statemeynfuture priorites,and
strategic aims set oduh this chapter

2.2 Regional Key Town

Castlebar is designated as a Key Town in the RSES. Key Towns are considered regionally strategic
employmentcentres of significant scale that can act as regional drivers complimentingippdréing
higherorder urban areas within the settlemehterarchy They have th@otential to accommodate a
significant level of growth in population and employment through appropriate investment in
infrastructure, support services and placemaking ini@s. The regionalstrategy seeksto develop
Castlebain tandem with the nearbytown of Westport,in order the maximisethe existing strong
economic, commercial and social links and interdependencies, whiam will strengthenthe urban
structureof the region.

2.3 Vision Statement

Mayo CountyCouncihasalongterm visionof afuture linkedregionalgrowth centre of Castlebaand
Westport. Thevisionstatementbelow for the LAPsupportsthis longterm vision.

VISIONSTATEMENT

Tosupportand grow the role of the Key Town of Castlebar, in tandem with Westport, to becc
future linked Regional Growth Centre for the Western Region, and continue to facilita
sustainable, socieconomic growth within the context of a higjuality envirament and astrong
andvibrantdiversesustainableecommunity,supporting a wide range of employment opportunitie
services and amenities. Thereby continuing to make Castlebar an attractive place to live
invest, do business, visit and invest \hilst ensuringa transition to a low carbonand climate
resilient town.

The developmenbf the longterm visionwill be further enhanced through the developmenttbe
CastlebatWestport Economic Growth Cluster (CWE®™)e CWEG Clusteseeks to harness and
develop the complementary strengths and synergies betweeth howns and their functional
hinterland, creating connected centres of scale, with the necessary critical mass, in terms of
population and employment, to enable them to compete and grow to fulfil their potential and drive
regional and nationadevelopment in tandem with regional and national policy.




2.4 StrategiKeyFuturePriorities

This Plan has been prepared in the context of a-@nm vision for Castlebar, which wahly be
achieved by focussed implementation of targeted measures and key priorities over the short to
medium/long term, some of which may extend beyond the life bistPlan. The Plan presents an
opportunity to create compact, sustainable communities and liveable pldtedso provides the
opportunity to address shortfalls in social infrastructure and initiate the necessary transitiafow
carbonand sustainablemodel of developmentthat will improvethe quality of life for peopleliving in

the town.

The RSES has identified the following key priorities for Castlebar:

1 To support and grow the role of Castlebar, in tandem with the town of Westport, as a driver
of economic development for theounty and region, building on the dual capacity, and
combined strengths of both towns in terms of population, established comnigsdiaial and
cultural links and proximity, thereby strengthening the urban structure of the region and
enabling the realisation the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC).

T .dzAfR 2y /&Gt SolNR&a aGNRBy3I SyidSNLINbage3n  yR | 8a20AFGSR &al1Affa o
terms of road and rail connectivity, Metropolitan Area Network (MAN) fibre optic with
proximity to the Atlantic Europe Connestib-sea telecommunications cabli conjunction
with proximity to Ireland West Airport Knock and the AEC, which paosttie town as a
location for further inward investment.

91 Supportthe continueddevelopmentof the Atlantic TechnologicaUniversityin Castlebar

9 Utilise and expand upon the capacity that exists within commercial/industrial estates and the
businessandt SOKy 2t 238 LI N] 6AGK Iy SYLKFI&AAE 2y RS@GSt2LAy3a | FlOAfAGE
Leeson Centre.

1 Improve cycle and walking tourism/recreational infrastructure and connectivity of the
Great Western Greenway at Castlebar to Westport and Wild Atlantic Way ahdrdourism
related infrastructure.

1 Deliver on the potential for regeneration within the town coparticularly the old Military
Barracksas well as significant tracts of land directly adjacent to the main streets.

1 Removebarriersto developmentthrough enhancedroad & rail connectivityto and from
Castlebaincluding:

I Upgradingof the entirety of the N5to aTENTW | AQAd#ityw 2 I R Q
Il. Upgrade of N60 from Castlebar to Claremorris (critical link to the N17/AEC and
Ireland WestAirport Knock and SDZ)

2.5 StrategidGoals

The strategic goalsvhich relate to theadvancement othS t fvisighQadie set out hereunddor
each chapteof the Plan. The Plan aims to build on previous successes and to strengthen C@silebar
strategic advantagen tandem with Westportas the county town and regional economic drivEhe
strategic goals will alsensurethe growth of Castlebaneetsthe needs ofocalcommunities provides




for high qualitybuilt and natural environmentsfaclitates infrastructure upgrades;and maximises
economic development, while combatting and adapting to climate change.

1

Town Centre RegenerationTo develop a robust and desitpd urban regeneration and
development strategy; to maximise the strengths of tbevn; and to promote sustainable
movement. To integrate new and regenerated areas within the historic core in a contemporary
manner that complements the existing urban structure and heritage of the town. To create an
integrated and commercially robustydiable and sustainable town. To ensure that best practice
urban design principles are applied to all new development, based on the principle that well
planned and integrated development enhances the sustainability, attractivenes$ivaadbility

of an area

Economic Development & Employmernio support and enhancethe sustainableeconomic
growth of Castlebar, consistent with its role as a Key Town through the provision of designated
areas for high quality employment, through the expansion and protectids afurism product

and through the enhancement and expansion of its role as a thriving retail destination.

Housing & CommunitiesTo facilitate and deliver liveable, higjuality, nearly zerenergy,
integrated residential development thptovides for an appropriate demographic mixtandem
with the delivery ofhe requiredsocial and physical infrastructure to support the development of
vibrant and diverse communities.

Movement & Transport:Promote and develop a sustainable, integrateainsport system for
Castlebar that prioritisewalking, cyclingand publictransport, and provides arappropriatelevel
of roadinfrastructure,road capacityandtraffic managemento supportfuture developmentind
enhanceconnectivityto andfrom regionaltowns and cities.

Built EnvironmentTo recognise and enhance the unique identihgracter and built heritage of
Castlebar,and to improve quality of life through the application of healthy placemaking,
underpinnecdby goodurbandesignwith the creationof attractive publicspaceghat are vibrant,
distinctive safe and accessible and which promote and facilitate posgoaalinteraction.

Natural Environment:To protect, conserve, enhance and sustain the natural environment of
Castlebar and promote climate adaptation, placemaking and enhance biodiversity through
promotion of green infrastructure for future generations.

Infrastructure and Environmental ServiceJo phase future growth in line with the capacity of
supporting physical infrastructure and to ensure it occurs in accordance with the principles of
proper planning and sustainable development.

2.6 DevelopmentStrategy

TheSEAassessethree alternativedevelopmentscenariodor the CastlebaiTownand Environd AP,
consideredto be realistic, reasonable, implementable and viable. Scenaras 3he SEAs the
preferred development strategy being pursued in the Castlebar TAB.option is considered the
most effective in the delivery of a sustainable, low carbon and climate resilient future for the town,
consistent with national, regional and local planning polidye \sion andstrategic aimgor Castlebar
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targetsreducingthe effects of climate changéhrough focusing on the delivery of compact growth,
town centre regeneration, sustainable mobility, creation of sustainable communities, protection of
built and natural heritage, utilising services and infrastructure, greed blue infrastructure
protection and enhancement, while also promoting and maximising the most efficient and sustainable
use of land.

Strategy Conceptual Map

Legend
Castiebar Town & Environs Boundary
[ agriculture
Open Space

Existing Resicential
I Community Services Facilites
Education
Town Centre
I Infrastructure and Utilities
Enterprise and Employment
Quarry Mining
Raitway Line

Map 2.1¢Strategy Conceptudiap
KeyElementwof the DevelopmentStrategyinclude:

1 Compact Growthg New residential development to be accommodated within the existing-built
up footprint of the town on brownfield/vacant/infill sites in the town centre, existing and new
residential areas, at appropriate densities, and optimising existing social and physica
infrastructure.

1 Sustainable Transporand Mobility ¢ Effective integration of transport and land use through
pursing compact growth through the delivery of the Urban Greenway and improved accessibility
to existing residential areagé order to encourageand facilitate active mobility, and by
implementing a suite of measures from the Castlebar Local Transport Plan to encourage
sustainable transportation within the Plan area.

T Built Environmentc Enhancing the built environment and protecting the characero/ & i f So6 I ND &
built heritage through a strong emphasis on promoting opportunities for placemaking and urban
regeneration, particularly in the town centre, creating attractive, liveable, well designed, high
quality urban places that provide for a high qtabf life and weHbeing, whilst appropriately
protecting the character of historic bultieritage.

11



9 Natural Environment ¢ 2 LINR2GSOG FyR SyKIyOS /lFadafSol NRa
the networks of green and blue Infrastructuthroughout the plan areaThis is through
supporing measures to achieve a sustainable, low carbon and clinest#ient future for the
town, including promoting a sustainable built and natural environment, maximising the most
efficient and sustainable usef land, and promoting a security of energy supply through
renewable energy sources.

1 Sustainable Communitieg Promotingvibrant communitieswhere people canlive, workand
enjoy accessto a range of community services for all needs and ages and pronoaiel s
integration through a range of housing developments with an appropriate mixture of house type,
tenures and sizes to meet all nee@astlebar.

2.7 Challenges and Opportunities

While the challenges affecting the current urban structureGafstlebar are substantial, there are
several areas of opportunity, that if acted upon, would greatly assist in the creation of a more
integrated urban structure and bettezonnected town. These opportunities can be summarised as
follows:

Connecting thedwn centre and the peripheryfhere is a major spatial disconnection between the
commercial core and the employment clusters around the periphery. The regeneration of the town
centre can assist in the delivery of opportunities for initiating new and imgadvighquality links
between the historic town core and new developments at the edge.

Integrating residential areas into the urban structufdie tendency to creatkarge, isolatedlocks of
housing has created disconnected and car dependent residential areas that lead to the fragmentation
of the overall urban structure. Mayo County Council have prepared a Local Transport Plan for
Castlebar (CLPT). The CLTP examines the potentiafimcorporation of sustainable transport with
integrated, legible, well connected and permeable neighbourhoods, as well as the feasibility of public
transport options within the town and environs, thus improving access to social and community
infrastructure. The CLPT will inform and assist in the approach for future residential development of
Castlebar and will ensure that the town grows in a coherent, connected and unified manner.

Using diverse movement networks as connective liMavement infrastucture is biased towards
facilitating private car access. Connectivity between key locations, destinations and residential
communities is poor and has led to fragmentation of the town and the excessive use of a small number
of routes. The construction ohé InterUrban Greenway which will run through the town centre and
alongside the Castlebar River will providecdfaroad option to serve sustainable modes of travel i.e.
walking & cycling which will connect the Noiffastern to SoutiwWestern hinterlands ia the urban

core of Castlebar.

Unifying the urban structure through a higjuality public realmThe existing public realm of Castlebar

is highly fragmented, under exploited and suffers from high levels of traffic movement and congestion
which detract fom the overall experience of the town, particularly within the historic core area. A
strategic approach to the public realm, combined with the full implementation of the Local Transport
Plan, will generate and sustain spatial unity in the urban struatusz the longer term.
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2.8 Core Strategy

The Castlebar Local Area Plan must be consistent with the provisions of the Mayo County
Development Plan, as per Section 19(2) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
Local Area Plans take a detailed labk specific area and provide a land use planning framework and
principles for the future development of the area.

Castlebarda Tier 1 town in the core and settlement strategies of the Mayo County Development
Plan. Thecore strategy of the County DevelopmentPlanallocates21.8%of the overallhousingtarget
growth for Mayo to Castlebar to accommodate a projected population growth rate of 2 hd%et

out below in Table 2.1t identifies that an increase of 2,583 persons to the year of 2028 a
dwelling target of 708 additional units to the year 2088equired

Population 2016 | Population | Population | Housing | Housing | Quantumoflands
Growth Rate| Targets | Growth zonedfor

Rate % | residential use
(Hectares)

21.4% 708 21.8%

14,651

Castlebar 12,068

Table2.1: Populationchangein Castlebargglomeration(Urban& Rural)

It is critically important for the sustainable growth of Castlebar that future housing is delivered in a
compact mannein accordance with sustainable principles and the NPF/RSES objentaeting
housing need requirements. Furthermore, it is criticatiportant to ensure that sufficient lands are
zoned for employment uses in the town. This will provide employment for both people living in the
town and within the wider catchment, which in turn will advance the economic growth of Castlebar.

2.8.1 Achieving Compact Growth

The National Planning Framework (NP€Quiresthat at least 30%of all new housing unitsare

delivered within the existing urban footprint (CSO Boundary) of the tGie.development strategy

seeks to concentrate all new homes within the drigtbuiltup areaof the town. The Plan supports

the delivery of new homes through the appropriate redevelopment of town centre regeneration sites

for a mixture of usesln addition, the majority ohew homes are directed towards infill greenfield

sitecszg SR WbSs wSAaARSYGAFEQ SAGKAY SEAAGAYI NBEAARSYGAlIf ySAIKO2dNK22
Westport Road, Pontoon Road, Turlough Road, Link Road, Ballinrobe Road, Rathbawn/Garryduff and

Moneen.

The Plan also supports the delivery of new homes withintiegisresidential areas through
consolidationinfilling anddensification over the plan period, where development can be assimilated
satisfactorily through design, layout and amenity in a manner that does not detract from the character
of the area. This Wiallow for efficient use of existing services, facilities and sugbet existing and
planned sustainable transport network as set out in the Castlebard Togasport Plan.
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2.8.2 Compliancevith the CoreStrategy

To ensure compliance with the core strategy of the Mayo County Development Plar2@P22nd

its housing allocation for Castlebar, it will be necessary to monitor the number of residential units
permitted and developed on an annual basis. This enablelesercalignment between the core
strategy population projections, development activity and all necessary physical, social and
communityinfrastructure. Where it is apparent th&lew Residentigronedlands cannot or will not

be developed within the plaperiod, residential development may be considerau lands zoned
Btrategic Residentiiteserv®

2.8.3 TieredApproachto LandUseZoning

Appendix 3 of the NPF requires all plans to adopt a tiered approach to land use andisgtout a
two-tier approach to land zoning as follows:

Tier 1: Serviced Zoned Lamd.ands that are able to connect to existing development services and
generally positioned within the existing builp footprint of a settlement or contiguous to existing
developed lands ormtially sequential within the plan area.

Tier 2: Serviceable Zoned Land_ands that are not currently sufficiently serviced to support new
development but have the potential to become fully serviced within the life of the plan. These lands
may be positioed within the existing bultip footprint of a settlement, or contiguous to existing
developed lands or to Tier 1 zoned lands. The potential for delivery of the required services and/or
capacity to support new development on Tier 2 lands must be idedtifiel specific details provided

by the planning authority in the form of an Infrastructural Assessment.

The land use zonings within this Plan wessessedh terms of their potential for future development
based ontheir serviceability as per the findingéthe Settlement Capacithssessmenaccompanying
this plan(Refer toAppendix ).

2.8.4 DevelopmenDensities

The Plan adopts a sipecific approach to development densities. The density of development and
number of units permissible will ldetermined at detailed design stage based on a full assessment of
site characteristics, local conditions, design sensitiviteannectivelyand overall quality of the
scheme and having regard to the variquevisionswithin the developmentmanagemenguidelines

as set out within the Mayo County Development Plan 2022028 and the relevant Section 28
Ministerial Guidelines.

2.9 IntegratingClimateConsiderationgto the CastlebatAP

ThePlanplacesclimate action at theheart of its vision angromotes a development strategy to
achieve compact growthtown centre urban regeneration, a sustainable transportation syste,
best practice in low carba energy systemsanning and design. The Plan also placesa priority
and focuseson enhancing and protecting biodiversity, natural heritage #meenvironment of the
town and its environsThe LAFhas been guided by tHéN Sustainable Development Gaatsl climate
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action provisions of the NPF and RSES. The Plan supports the samigsan reduction targets of
the national climate action plans and the transitionetdow carborand climate resilienfuture.

2.10 DevelopmenttrategyPolicy& Objectives

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

Support and facilitate the sustainable growth of social, economic and resider
developmentin Castlebarin accordancewith the National PlanningFramework,the
Northern& WesternRegionaBpatia[EconomicStrategy2020-2032,andthe Mayo County
Development Plan 2022028 (and any reviethereof).

Support the compact growth of Castlebar to ensure that new development proceed
sustainable manner and at an appropriate scale, density and sequence and in line w
CoreStrategy.

Promote measures to reduce vacancy and the underusexaiting building stock an
support initiativesthat promote the reuse, refurbishment and retrofitting of existing
buildingswithin the CastlebaiPlan area.

Ensurethat sufficient land isavailableat appropriatelocationsto satisfy theEconomic
DevelopmentStrategyand County Core Strategygrowth allocationfor Castlebarand to
ensure/ | Gt SOoFNJYFAYydGrAya Ada adliddza | a 2
sites are provided.

Ensure the vitality and viability of thwn centre is maintained and enhanced and
strengthen its function by facilitating the development of residential, retail, commur
tourism, professional and other services, subject to compliance with the policies
development management standardé the Mayo County Development Plan 262@28.

Ensure that all new development within the Castlebar LAP area accord with the po
objectives and development standards set out in the Mayo County Development 7
2028 in respect of waste water sgms.

Support the effective and efficient use of land in Castlebar, prioritising compact gr
through the development of brownfield/infill land in the builp footprint of the town in
preference to greenfield land.

Require thepreparation and assessment ol planning applications in the plan area
have regard to the information, data and requirements of Appropriate Assessment, N
Impact Report, SEA Environment Report and Strategy Flood Risk Assessment Ref
accompay this LAP. There shall be a requirement of Ecological Impact Assessm
appropriate in the Plan area.
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It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

Deliver at least 30% of all new homes in Castlebar within the existing built up footpr
the town.

Seek the sustainable intensification and consolidation of the existing built environme
accordance with the objectives for compagiowth in higheflevel spatial plans throug
appropriate infill, brownfield development, supported by the necessary physical
community infrastructure.

Promote sustainable economic development, enterprise and employroppbrtunities
and prioritise the town centre as the primary location for retail and services.

Promote and facilitate sustainable modes of transport prioritising walking, cycling
public transport, whilst protecting and improving existing raafilastructure.

Protect, conserve and enhance the built environment, through promoting awarer
utilising relevant heritage legislation and ensuring quality urban design principle:
applied to all new developments, respecting historic anchitectural heritage.

Protect, enhance and connect areas of natural heritage, green and blue infrastructur
open space for the benefits of quality of life and biodiversity, capitalising on climate ch
adaptation and flood riskneasures.

Ensure the highest quality of public realm and urban design principles are applied
new developments.

Guide the future development of Castlebar in accordanith the Town Centre First polic
approach seeking to bring people and appropriate business/services back into the h¢
Castlebar through plaemaking, good quality urbamlesign, sustainablenobility and
control of development in other locations which mighidermine this objective

Ensure the future development of Castlebar supports the just transition to a low ca
society and economy, implementing national policy to reduce gas emissions, im
environmental quality and contribute toational targets for climate change

Monitor the scale, type, tenur@and location ofconstructed and permitted development
in Castlebar during the lifetime of the Plan and apply appropriate developrn
management standards to ensure compliance with the Core Straseglythe County
Development Plamo achieve the delivery of strategiplan-led and coordinated balance

development within the town.
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Chapter 3CLIMATRACTION
3.1 StrategicAim

The strategic aim of this chapter is to transition Castlebar to a low carbon and climate resilient town,
with an emphasis on reduction ienergy demand and greenhouse gas emissions, through a

combination of effective mitigation and adaptation responses to climate change; in addition to

maximising the opportunities for energy efficiency, renewables and decarbonisation.

3.2 Introduction

Climate biange has emerged as one of the biggest global environmental challenges facing current and
future generations. Climate change can be defined as the alterations to climate directly or indirectly
attributed to human activities, which release greenhouse gasesthe atmosphere.

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and building climate resilience can, as well as tackling climate
change, also create dmenefits including cleaner air, health benefits and more energy efficient
buildings. This in turn will have pibive benefits for residents, businesses and visitors alike. There are
also economic opportunities to be realised in tackling climate change through innovative and
technological solutionsuch as renewable energy.

Renewable and low carbon energy devetmgmt can be accommodateith appropriate locations

within the natural and built environmenté Castlebarwithout compromising other important
SYGANBYYSy il t | &aS{ arhereMbveipmdnls &€siin deliaragone stabl2 T § A TS @
and affodable energy supplfor homes and businesses, which help communitesise the social

and economic benefits of renewable and low carbon energy
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Transport Settiement
CLIMATE Patterns
PROOFING

3 EDUCATION s
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r_ Sequestration CHANGE Alleviation
D

WATER
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Clean Disaster &
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INFRASTRUCTURE
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Figure3.1¢ ClimateActionMitigation & AdaptationMeasures
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3.3 CountyPosition

¢KS aleé2 /2dzyde 5S@St 2SSyl tdimatgchaags anitenéwddile G KS al 82Qa LI2aAAGAZY 2V
energy over the plan period. Mayo County Council will develop and implement a climate change

screening checklist and guidance documértiis will helensure newdevelopments take account of

climate change over the lifetime of a developmeintparticularwith regardsite locationandlayout,

building, ventilation and cooling, drainage, water, outdoor spaces and connectivity.

3.3.1 MayoClimateAdaptionStrategy

¢KS /2dzyOrf Lzt AaKSR GKSANI FANRG /tEAYFGS ' RELGEFGAZY {GNFGS38 W/
2019. This strategy sets out a visiand establishes both strategic goals and adaption goals with

targeted objectives across fiwperational goal$or Mayo to ensure the County wilke climate ready

as set out below in Figui@2 Mayo County Council will also be preparing a Climate Action Plan over

the plan period, which will also provide a pathway to decarbonise Mayo to mee2@R0 National

climate action sectoral targets.

(%¢)

Figure3.2¢5Goalofa | & ZlinateAdaptationStrategy

3.3.2 Localnitiatives

Public and stakeholder engagement is extremely important in addressing climate cHarnge

recognised that there is@eed to foster and build momentum on wider citizen engagement in climate

change, across all age groups. A successful established example of community engagement in this

NEIFNR Aa GKS {9!LQa { dzi il Thiyihitatvéssistgr@upsbepeaple YY dzy AGASa AYyAGAI GABS
to come together to improve how energy is used for the benefit of their community with the common

goals of using less energy, using clean, renewable energy and using smart energy.

3.3.3 Castlebar Energy Plan

The Council wilsupport the preparation of an Energy Master Plan (EMP) for CastlebEnis will
provide a low carbon roadmap to enable the town to become more energy efficient, use renewable
energy, where possible, and use smart energy technology, if appropriate. The EMP will idergify cu
and future energy needs (in electricity, heat and transport) in the town. A greenhouse gas baseline
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emissions inventory (BEI) will establish an emissions baseline for Castlebar and estimate the increase

in demand for energyin line with the project® 3INB gGK 2F GKS (26yQa LRLIA A2y ®
¢KS 9at gAftft AyOftdzRS | awSIAAGSNI 2F hLILRNIdzyAGASae F2NJ
that can be implemented over the plan perio8uitable projects may includmergy retrofitting of

residential and nosresidential buildingsa roadmap for electrification of the heat and transport

systemsand the identification of viable renewable energy and energy storage projects to help achieve

the 51% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions required nationally by 2030.

3.4 Decarbonisin@astlebaandReducingsreenhousémissions

ThePlanexamineghe followingthe mainsectorswhichsetlrelandon a pathwayto decarbonisinghe
economy:

ElectricityGeneration
Built Environment
Transport

LandUse

E ]

NatureBasedSolutions

Thesemeasureday the foundationsfor transitioningCastlebato a low carbon,climateresilientand
environmentally sustainable economy by 2050 and are discussed further below.

3.4.1 ElectricityGeneration

Renewable energy is a low carbon or zero carbon source of energy produced from sources that are
constantly replenished through the cycles of nature. Unlike fossil fuels, these sources of energy are
not finite. The development of renewable energy resoureesl the development of low carbon
energies is critical to the transition to a low carbon economy, and to meet climate targets relating the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. The development of renewables, including micro renewables
are needed to ensurthe security oour energy supply.

TheLAPsupports the use of micro generation renewable energy technologdikedevelopment of
renewable energy infrastructure and initiatives| provide a viable alternative to the burning of fossil
fuels. Sources ofenewable energy include solar photovoltaic (PV), solar thermal, geothermal,
hydroelectric power, renewable gas, green hydrogen, the use of biofuels and onshore and offshore
wind turbines. The Council suppsriand promotes the development of renewable energy
technologies most suited to Castlebar at appropriate locatidrteere is potential for district centre
heating opportunities within the towyconsidering the type and variety of industribst exist,which
produce exess heathat could be harnessed and recirculated

3.4.2 Electric Vehicles (EVSs)

Electric vehicle use is growing in Ireland and will undoubtedly form a large part of the transition to a
low carbon economy. Range anxiety has been described as a key ameefn for drivers, making

it essential that efficient, reliable electric charging infrastructure is available in a range of public
locations.
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ESB is responsible for the roll out of public electric car charge points in Ireland, whilst private EV
chargingproviders operate publicly accessible chargers on private land. There are cuttergy
charging locations within Castlebar. Mayo County Council are committed to facilitating the expansion
of the EV charging point network across the county to ensuratgreconnectivity and reliability for

EV drivers

The introduction of new regulations for the installation of electric vehicles (EV) recharging
infrastructure came into effect in 2021 under the publication of the EU Energy Performance
Regulations and will help to encourage supporting infrastructure. These new regulations require the
installation of recharging points for EV for both new buildings and existing buildings undergoing major
renovations for more than ten car parking spacessehregulations also require the installation of a
minimum number of recharging points for all existing buildings (other than dwellings) with more than
twenty car parking spaces by January 01, 2025. The installation of EV recharging infrastructure will
support the Climate Action Plan targets of nearly one million EV to be on the road by 2030 and will
help to facilitate this transition.

3.4.3 BuiltEnvironment

High quality design is fundamental to making places more attractive, sustainable, safe, healthy and
acessible. Good design can help reduce and mitigate the impacts of climate change; promote
healthier lifestyles; create safer places and make high quality and attractive places that foster civic
pride. In weldesigned places, water features also form pafrtaa integrated system of landscape,
biodiversity and drainage. Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems and Nature Based Solutions can be
used to enhance the surrounding environment and provide many additional benefits including
attenuation, improvements to bidiversity and habitat, character, amenity and open space.

Proper planning can help increase resilience to the impacts of climate change through the built design,
layout and landscape design of development, such as promoting low carbon design approaches to
reduce energy consumption in buildings. The Council is committed to ensuring developments and
places are designed to deal with the challenge of adapting to and mitigating to Climate Change.

Developers should be proactive in responding to climate chandadopt sustainable and low carbon
construction principles in terms of design, layout and density. Sunlight and energy efficiency should
be considered as part of the layout, through solar design and natural ventilation systems. Buildings
and their surrouding landscapes should be designed to make efficient use of natural resources during
construction, operation and maintenance.

3.4.4 Transport

Ireland is targeted to reduce transport related emission&@% by 2030. Policy to reduce emissions
in the transportsectoris focused on both reducing the transport intensity of growth and the carbon
intensity of travel.To reduce transport emissions, tftanseeks to develop Castlebar in a compact
fashion, through appropriate zoning, town centre regeneration, appbcapf sustainablelensities

the densification of existing residential areas and through enhanced conitgébr active travel and
public transport. The Castlebaodal Transport Pla(LTP), which forms an integral part of thiar®

sets out a series afbjectives and actions over the plan period to ensure that essential transport
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infrastructure will be delivereth line with new developmenrat appropriatelocations in the town to
facilitatea modal shiftowards moresustainable transporbptions.

3.4.5 LandUse

Settlement patterns, built form, mobility and the mix of land uses in the Castlebar will be key factors

in transitioning to a low carbon town, as well as providing a range of other environmental, social, and
economic benefits. Planning the town, sudiat people are enabled to live and work and access
facilities by walking and cycling or through the provision of convenient public transport options (bus /

rail) will reduce the need to travel by car and the associated carbon emissions. This aligns dgh th

minute town conceptwhereby people can access most of their daily needs withimitiites on foot

or bicycle from where they live. It also aligns with the overall approach set out iGN SNy YSy i Q&
WHousingfor Alplan (2021) which emphasises #t compact growth contributes to a low carbon

climate resilient society.

Crosscutting themes engrained throughout tH&lan includecompactgrowth andsustainabletravel.
Thecore strategy of thecounty developmentplan sets out a sustainable housingasegy in which
compact growth, including brownfield redevelopment and urban infill, is a priority in line withBfe N
and the RSES

3.4.6 Waste

National climate action policy emphasises the need to take action to address climate action across all

sectors ofsociety and the economy. In the waste sector, policy on climate action is focused on a shift

G261 NR&a | WOANDdzZ I NJ $02y 2 Ye Q(1)SUgsiodny loiit avaste ol ( KNBS O2NB  LINA Yy OA LM SaYy
pollution; (2) keeping products and material in use; af®) regenerating natural systems. The

J2@SNYYSyidiQa O2YYAGYSyid G2 GKS&aS LINAYyOALX Sa A& dzyRSNIAYSR o0& (K|
Economy Bill 2021Thisg A £ £ LINE @A RS | Yyl GA2Yy L f slightoraGikulaF NI YSg2N] F2NJ LNBf | yRQa&
economy. It will also seek to implement many of the actions contained in the recently published Waste

Action Plan for a Circular EconomayK A OK &S0 & 2dzi LNBf | yRQD25bl GA2y It 21adGS t2tA0&8 FT2NJ

CIRCULAR
ECONOMY

RESIDUAL
WASTE

Figure3.3 ¢ TheCirculafEconomy
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3.4.7 NatureBasedSolutions

Nature-based solutions to adapt to climate change can be depléfsslighthe active management
of green andblue Infrastructure. Nature based solutions are defined by the International Union for

| 2YaSNDIFGA2Yy 2F bl Gd2NB I &
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ecosystems that address societal challenges effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing
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environmental benefits including flood water storage, urban cooling and improved air quality. They
also have an important role in tackling the biodiversity crisis, sequestration of carbon, absorbing
filtering and atteruating water, preventing erosion and filtering pollutants from the air and
water. Figure 3.4 below shows how natdbased solutions and other climate friendly measures can

be integrated into the built environment.

Vehicutar use of
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Flowes-tich
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The fiower-cich and colourful swale
forms a focal point of the street.
separating the flow of pedestrans
and vehicles

Green roof with food
growing opportuntias,

Edible or bodiversty-nch
green wai

— |
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£ . =
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The series of compariments / cells siows the
mavement of rainwater through the system
Wet and dry tolerant species should be
used, with most wet-loving vegetation in the
centre of the swale.

Figure 34: Naturebased Solutions (Soee: www.landuse.co.uk

Community food
growng

Forests are probably the most familiar nattsased solution for climate change and can contribute
both by reducing emission sources and increasing carbon sinks. Other notable examples of Nature
basedsolutions in the built environment includarban greening initiatives such agreen roofs or

vertical forests.Figure 3.5 below shows the environmental benefits that can be derived from green

roofs in an urban context.

3.4.8 Greeningof Castlebar

Green spaces in urban areas mitigate the effects of pollution andeduce a phenomenon known
as the urban heat island effect, which refers to heat trapped in built up areas. The urban heat island
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http://www.landuse.co.uk/

effect appears in towns and cities as a result of human activity. The heat generated by people,
transport, shops and industris trapped/absorbed in the narrow roads, dark building materials,
courtyards, concrete structures and surfaces, unable to escape to the atmosphere. This can bring the
temperature in urban areas up#°C higher than the surrounding countryside.

Increasedemperatures in summer leads to an increased demand for cooling. This expands our energy
consumption, which in turn intensifies fossil fuel consumption, increasing pollutants in the air and
harmful smog on our streets. Hotter pavements also damage themaicle. In summer, surface
temperatures can be significantly higher than the surrounding air, and that heat is transferred to the
rainwater that drains into our sewers, which in turn raises water temperatures as it is released into
streams, rivers and kes. This can be destructive to aquatic ecosystems, as changes in water
temperature can be stressful or even fatal for marine life.

il

Roadside vegetation in the form of bioswales can Direct application of plants to the building envelope. Green
reduce runoff from impervious surfaces. The key walls (vine coverage or specially designed modules), and
factor is degree of permeability of the soil which green roofs can contribute to building thermoregulation.
can be enhanced through the selection of
different vegetation. ﬁ
Street vegetation can help to
prode shede; ss wel 453 Green Infrastructure. T—
greater sense of wellbeing for Courtyards have been part of vernacular
residents in urban areas. It can The integration of plants architecture in tropical climates for centuries.

also be used to create green in th b . t ‘When combined with passive ventilation systems
corridors to improve n e urban environmen they provide cooler air at ground level.

biodiversity.

Wy W

Urban parks can be vital to biodiversity in the
urban ecosystem as well as providing space
for recreation. Green spaces like parks can
sequester more CO2 than previously
assumed and also contribute heavily to
absorbing storm water.

?

Street trees contribute to the fixation of CO2 and remediation
of air pollution. When designed correctly they also provide
shading and run-off reduction benefits. Different species are
more suited to these application than others

Figure 35: Examples of urban green infrastructure and their potential contributions to the health and
wellbeing of urban dwellers (Sourdgtps://www.mdpi.com/journal/building3.

Figure 35 above shows thategetation, particularly in the presence of high moisture levels, plays a
vital role in the regulation of surface temperatures. There are different ways of reducing the effects
of the urban heat island effect. However, a coommmeasure to mitigate urban heat island is to
increase urban green spaces such as parks, street trees and green roofs.

Increased soil, plants, tree coverage and other greenery in the built environment, including green roof
and walls, would botheduce surface temperature, reducing the energy needed to heat and cool the
buildings. Green roofs can also help regulate rainwater, trapping it as it falls and filtering out
pollutants.

Tree planting within and around urban areas help reflect solar tatiawhile also decreasing the
urban heat island effect. Trees provide shade, absorb carbon dioxide, release oxygen and fresh air and
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provide a cooling effect. Deciduous trees are ideal for urban areas because they cool the area in
4 dzY YSNJ | ¥ R arfy dafmihiduring tBe@intertime.

The introduction of SuDS (Sustainable drainage systems) has a number of benefits including heat
reduction through evaporation and flood prevention, particularly during periods of high rainfall when
surface water runoff ioreases in urban areas. SuDS mimic natural drainage by storing, infiltrating and
slowing the flow of water. The impervious surface in urban environments has lower infiltration and
evaporation than natural environments and greater surface run off.

3.5 ClimateAction Policies & Objectives

ClimateAction Policies

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

CAP1 Mitigate against the effects of climate change, adapt to its impacts, and to en
resilience, development proposals should take into account @emonstrate how they
are:

a) promoting sustainable patterns of development including development in
sustainabldocations.

b) promoting the use of energy efficient, micgenerating and decentralised
renewable energy systems, includithgoughincorporatingsustainabledesign
featuresandthe use of zero carbotechnologies.

¢) promotingthe useof zerocarbontechnologies.

d) facilitating sustainable travel by encouraging active travel and travel by public
transport in preference to the privatear.

e) supporting the adaption of existing homes to reduce energy use, including
Protected Structures and those located within Architectural Conservation Are
providing there is no adverse impact on historic character or appearance.

f) supporting the delivery of facilities needed to divert waste away from landfill ar
promote the prevention, reuse, recycling and recovery of materials (including
heat from waste) with disposal to landfill as the fiogkion.

g) limiting / mitigatingthe likdy greenhous@asemissionsincludingthroughthe
provision of green infrastructure, and minimising resource and energy
requirements through the siting, design and layout of all mmvelopment.

h) working with natural environmental processes through promoting green
infrastructure and the use of Sustainalideainage Systems / Nature Based
Solutions.

Promote and encouraggevelopmentwhich is resilient to climate changg ensuring that

developmentproposals demonstrate sustainable design principles for new buildi

services/sitancludng:

a) measures such as green roofs and green walls to reduce internal overheating a
urban heat islanceffect.

b) ensuring the efficient use of natural resources (including water) and making the
of natural systems both within and aroumdildings.

CAP2
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CAP3

CAP4

CAPS

CAPG6

CAP7

CAP8

CAP9

CAP10

CAP 11

C

~

minimising pollution by reducing surface water runoff through increasing perme:
surfaces and use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS);

reducing flood risk, damage to property from extreme eventsidential, public and
commercial.

reducing risks from tempeture extremes and extreme weather events to critic
infrastructure such as roads, communication networks, the water/drainage netw
and energysupply.

f) promotingandprotectingbiodiversityandgreeninfrastructure.

d

=

e

~

Promotelow carbondevelopment within theCounty which will seek to reduce carbc
dioxide emissions, and which will meet the highest feasible environmental stanc
during construction and occupation. New development should genel
demonstrate/provide for:
a) Building layout and design which maximises daylight, natural ventilation,
active transport and public transpouse.
b) Sustainablduilding/services/sitelesignto maximiseenergyefficiency.
c) Sensitiveenergyefficiencyimprovementsto existingbuildings
d) Energyefficiency, energy conservation,and the increaseduse of renewable
energyin existing and new developments;
Supporta successfutransition to a circular economywhere waste and resourcesare
minimised in accordancewith emerginglegislationand national strategy includingthe
Circular Economy Programme 262027, as amended or superseded.
Support the designated and any future Decarbonising Zone (DZ) in Castlebe
associated implementation plan promoting measuresa@duce Greenhouse Gas (GH
emissions and improve general environmental conditions in this area.
SupportEnergyMaster Planspreparedby SustainabléEnergyCommunitiesn Castlebar,
in particular where appropriateto support therecommendations of the Castlebar Ener
Master Plan.

Support and encourage the developmentsofiallscalewind renewable facilities / micro
renewable energy production.

Promote and encourage positive community andios-operative led climate actior
initiatives and projects in Castlebar that seek to reduce carbon emissions, improve €
efficiency, enhance green infrastructure and encourage awareness on climate cl
issues.

Promote the use ofdistrict heating systems in new residential and commert
developments where such development does not have a negative impact on
surrounding environment, landscape, biodiversity or local amenities.

Support the development ofustainable lowcarbon climate resilient communities an
encourage a climate adaptation and mitigation approach to developments which
enable regeneration.

Encourage innovation and facilitate the development of pilot schemé&3aistlebar that
support climate change mitigation and adaptation measures.
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ClimateAction Objectives

It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

CAO1

CAO2

CAO3

CAM4

CAO 5

Ensure all development proposals shall have regard to the Mayo Climate Change
Adaptation Strategy2019)and the associated SEA and NIS Environmental Reposts
revised or forthcoming adaptation, mitigation or climate action strategies in the
formulation of any plans and when assessing planning application for future
developments.

Consider a variation of the development plan within a reasonable period of time,
include such other mechanism, as may be appropriate, to ensure that the develop
plan will be consistent with the approach to climate action recommended in the g\
Local Area Plan Guidelines when adopted or any other relevant guidelines.
Promote the use of smart climate change, energy and carbesetfing solutions in new
developments. In the cases of large industrial, commercial or neamgtructed public
buildings, the incorporation of renewable technologies, such as solar energy in the ¢
will be encouraged, subject to compliance with all relevant planning criteria. The Cc
encourages the NZEB standard of building or equivdterdll new development and the
use of blueandgreeninfrastructure as a mechanism for surface water management
improving public realm.

Support high levels of energy conservation, energy efficiency and the use of rene'
energy sources in existing buildings, includietgofitting of appropriate energy efficienc
measures in the existing building stock, and to actively retrofit Mayo Gaun / 2 ¢
K2dzaAy3 adz201 G2 + .H .dAftRAY3I 9ySNHE
for All Plan retrofit targets for 2030.

Have regard t@Goal 3 of the Mayo Climate Change Adaptation Strategy-202¢:

Increase theResilience of Natural and Cultural Capital

1. Build awareness of Nature Based Adaptation Solutions and Green Infrastructu

2. Supportbiodiversityfor its intrinsic value within the natural environment and its
importance in climate change adaptation.

3. 58St 2LJ I RIdGlFIo6lFr&a8S 2F AYLI OGa 27F Of

4. Identify Cultural and Heritage Sites vulnerable to climate change avelaie
adaptation and management policies.

5. Encourage adaptation in Agriculture and Local Food Supply

26



Chapter A TOWNCENTREEGENERATIGYRATEGY

4.1 StrategicAims

1 To develop a robust and desiga urban regeneration and development strategy; to
maximise the strengths of the town; to promote sustainable movement.

1 To integrate new and regenerated areas within the historic core in a contemporary
manner that complements the existing urban structure and heritage of the town.

1 Tocreateanintegratedand commerciallyrobust,liveableand sustainableown.

1 To ensure that best practice urban design principles are applied to all new
development, basedn the principle that welplannedand integrated development
enhances the sustadbility, attractiveness and liveability of an area.

4.2 Introduction

To realise the strategic vision for Castlebar and fulfil its regional role as a Key Town, in tandem with
Westport, the plan placea strongfocuson sustainableompact growth, with particular emphasin

the regeneration and repopulation of core and builp areas. This approach focuses on maximising
the use of infill, vacant and underutilised sitsd of buildingsthat are suitableand capableof reuse

to provide housing,jobs, servicesand amenities. There are many regeneration opportunitiestire
Castlebar town centre National funding schemesire available to assist local authorities and
communitiesto addressurban decay, derelictionvacancy,and reuse of buildings to rke town
centres attractive vibrant, and desirable places to live, work, visit and invest. National policy
R20dzySyida &dzOK & WwWe¢z2psy [/ SyGNB CANAlGadthernunH0 LIN2GARS | NRFRYIF L]
communitiesto design, deliveand implement a plan that can reimagine each town. This chapter
identities core regeneration areas in Castlebar town cefdrdransformational regeneration, which

will enhance the vitality and vibrancy of the town centre.

4.3 TheUrbanStructureof Castldar
4.3.1 Town Centre Analysis

¢KS dzNBIly &GNHZOGdzNB 2F /FaidftSolrNRa G266y OSYydNB Aa 3ISySNrtte o6Sftft
archaeological, cultural and historic heritage assets are located within the town centre and

significantly contribute to its character and form. The central spine of thistoric core area is

traditionally lined with two and three storey buildings defining the main streets. These buildings

generally date from the turn of the 20th Century. The traditional urfmms of that time prevail at

present.

For the most part, the facades running through the centre of Castlebar are well maintained and are
visually attractive. Though, in recent times, increased number of vacant and derelict former
commercial and residentigroperties in the core area have detracted from the aesthetic enjoyment
and character of the urban structure. Several of the streetscapes in the town benefit from the
existence of strong, clearly defined edges. However, in sastancesthe approaches to thessell-

27



structureda G NESGa0OF LISa NB LR22NI& RSFAYSR FyR KI@S I yS3Irdag@dS AYLI O
of the town. These areas would greatly benefit from a structured urban design approach for their
redevelopment.

4.3.2 Areasin needof regeneration

In commonwith manyurbancentresof a similar sizéowns acrossireland,the core of Castlebahas
becomedepopulated and underutilised in areas, with increased numbers of derelict and vacant
buildings, brownfield sites and underdeupkd backands. There has also been a shift from the centre
of activity associated with the traditional retail core of the town, comprisintpeMarket Streetand
Bridge Street areasind some adjoining secondary streets, to a new area to the west@utthwsest

of the town centre. This shift has had adverse impacts on the tradititmah centre areafrom an
aestheticand economicperspective due tan increasedvacancyrate of 20.5%(Geodirectory Q2 of
2022)

Nationaland regional planningolicy now seeksto counteractthe increased depopulation, vacancy,
urban decay and dereliction of town centrieg creating more attractive compact environments, with
opportunities for people to live, work and invest in town centre areas. More visually attraatide
accessible town centres will contribute to the vibrancy of traditional urban core areas and encourage
a shift to more active forms of travel, thereby reducing greenhouse g&gsortunities exist in
Castlebar to rejuvenate the town centre by buildomgthe significant public realm regeneration works
carried out by (the former) Castlebar Town Council, in conjunction with Mayo County Council. This
work focused on core, streets, public amenities, urban spaces and public parks enhancements within
the town.

Mayo County Councilave been successful in securing funding under the Urban Regeneration and
Development Fund (URDF) for several transformational regeneration projects in the town centre,
including the Castlebar Historic Core Reactivatiutiative Project; the CastlebarMilitary Barracks
Project; andhe CastlebaiUrban Greenwaylink (seeFigure below). Theealisation of thesgrojects

will be the catalyst fortransformational changdor Castlebar.Additional targeted regeneration
projects willalso be required over the plan peripds set out in this chapteand beyond to further
consolidate and revitalise theore area. Section 4 of the Plan identifies specifiareas within the

town centre fortargeted regeneration and redevelopment.
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Map 4.1: Approvedprojectsunderthe UrbanRegeneratiormnd Developmentfund(URDF)
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Ceantar Bardasach Chaisléan an Bharraigh ~ Castlebar Urban Greenway Link  castiebar Municipal District

Map 4.2: CastlebatJrbanGreenwayLink
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4.4 UrbanDevelopment Strategy
4.5.1 UrbanDevelopmenttrategyfor Castlebar

This Plan seeks to build on the principles previously containgtie Castlebar Town & Environs
Development Plan (20684)which soughto consolidatethe overallgrowth of CastlebarThestrategic
visionfor Castlebamassetout in this Plan, along with new and emerging planning policy at National
and Regional levels provide a much greater level of focus in directing and shaping the future growth
of the town and as such thmain principles guiding the physical development of the town is based on
the following:

91 Continued focus on consolidation of the urban form through infill development within the defined built
up area of the towrand at a suitable scaledensity.

I Emphasisn planled developmentwith a particularfocuson town centreregeneration
I Recognitiorof the town centreasbeingthe primaryareaof retail activityin Castlebar.

91 Identification of key areas for economic development within the plan areagdition to the core town
centre (where further economic potential exists).

9 Understanding of the need to deliver new and improved connections through the provision of-a high
quality publicrealm alongwith a focuson sustainablenovement. Theseonnectionswill help link the
town centrewith surrounding residential areas, the periphery, and the wider hinterland of the town.

I Identification and utilisation offistoricand naturalassets tgprovide fornewand enhanced tourisrand
recreational actiities.

4.5 Regeneration Strategy
4.5.1 Overview

The purpose of the strategy is to set out a development framework, in order to guide the consolidation
and rejuvenation of the commercial core of Castlebar; assist in creating revitalised town centre streets
and public spaces; to facilitate and provide for the development and improvement of appropriate
town centre uses including retail, residential, cultural and community uses with an overall aim to
enhance the vitality, viability and attractiveness of Castlelsaa destination to live, work, do business

and visit.

Castlebatown centrehasfaced challengesverrecent years, in particular thenderperformanceof

the commercial core area reaching its full potential as a multi activity and osstiarea at the hea

of a growing urban settlement. Tareate astrategy forthe future development ofthe town centre

area, land use and occupancy surveys were conducted. The surveys also examinedexistomm,
potential future permeability linkageand physical constraint8ased on the surveys and analysis,
four-character areas were identified in the town centhdap 4.3 below shows the opportunity sites

for regeneration within each character area, which seeks to build on the strengths of the town centre;
its architectural, archaeological and natural heritage; urban spaces; and civic, cultural and commercial
amenties.
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Map 4.3¢ Town Centre Conceptual Map

4.5.2 Regeneration Strategipproach

Fourcharacter areas are identified within the commercialcore area (seeMap 4.4 below), The
Northern Quarter, The Military Barracks Quarter, The Spencer Quarter and the Shopping Quarter
based on distinctive character; unique challenges & opportunities; and the potential contribution they
each can make to the futurdevelopment otthe town centre. It is envisaged, that each core area will

act as catalysts for changeéthin the town core.

Opportunity Sites have been identified in each character area. Mayo County Cowatirage the
development of Opportunity Sites in Castlebar for a mixtafeuses that will contribute to the
regeneration, vibrancy, diversity, vitality, attractiveness, safety, liveability and compact growth of the
town centre. Inaddition, proposals must demonstrate how they will interact within its context and
the wider urban. Developmert proposal on @portunity Steswill requiredevelopers tqrepare urban
design framewor{s)/masterplar(s) to inform their future development To guideurban design
frameworl(s)/masterplar(s), Section 11.3 of the Plan set ouban design principles. Proposals must
also comply with national guidelines (as appropriate) towards achieving sustainablecompact
developmentandto integrateprinciples of good urban design and placemaking.
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Shortterm andlongterm aims.

1 Shortterm: The shoriterm vision for the GaracterAreasseeks to pursue the upgrading of the public
realm, identify key connections and to set out desirable uses within each character area.

1 Medium/Long; term: The medium to longer term vision is tacilitate regeneration by the adaptive re
use of existing buildings, sensitive infill of vacant sites and the creation of new urban form.

Placemaking:

All development will be centred on the concept of placemaking with the aim of enhancing the

character ad spatial qualities of each are@he framework for each regeneration area will therefore

seek to:
1 Identifythe mainissuesandchallengesffectingthe area.
1 Developa coherentidentity for the regenerationareabasedon its unique character attributes and
assets,
1  Definethe role that the areawill playin the future developmentof the town centre.
1 Outline the spatial opportunities and urban design solutions, which would assist in the

developmentof such an envisaged role.

Map 4.4- CharacteAreaswithin the TownCentre
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4.6 CharactetAreas& Opportunity Sites

4.6.1 TheNorthernQuarter

The northern quarter extends from the old Hat Factory/Ford sitdNewtown Roadorth-eastwards

along Upper & Lower Chapel Street. The area also takes a cluster of smaller streets comprised of
Tucker St, New Antrim St, Linenhall St, Thomas St, Richard St and Lucan St.

—=, Road/street network

& — ) Links/ pedestrian

Y Link/vehicular & pedestrian
L;‘l— = & (poorly defined) 0 ond RY

Opportunity site

Well-defined street

©
2,

Saint
Ge&rald's
Colfege

$ou

Grove

Map 4.6 - SpatialParameterof Northern Quarter
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Opportunity Site X The Hat Factory

Opportunity Site1:

Y

aelvedere (

Map HF3¢ Flood Extent

Area: 1.83 Hectares (approx.)

Description:Opportunity Site1, locallyreferred to
asTheOldHatFactory/Ford garage site, is located
along Newtown Rd and contains severg
buildings/structures. It wouléppearthat mostof
the old factorybuildingsarevacantwith onlyafew
commercial units along the main roagerational.
The majority of the site is under Flood Zone B dy
to issues surrounding a culvert to the nowtlast of
the site near Marion Ro\see Map HF3)

Potential: Thelocationof the site alongNewtown
Rdprovidespotential for alogical extension of the
town centre, including the provision of activg
street frontage The position of the overall
site adjoining the Castlebar River als
presents opportunities  for greater
engagement with the River (and Greenway)
Objective NEO 1 and sustainable travel a
mobility objectives refer.

Given the size of this brownfield sjtend its
proximity to both residential areas and the
commercialcore, along with its position on a key
leisure and active travel route and within a clustg
of education/training facilities there is a wide
range of compatible and complementary land us€
that would contribute to the rejuvenation and
revitalisation close to and within the town centre

The  Strategic  Flood Risk  Assessme
accompanying the Local Area Plan has deemed {
site suitable for development subject to
appropriate flood risk mitigationat be progressed
by a Site Specific Flood Risk Assessment
accompany any proposals for the site, or pal
thereof.

Delivery. the site is large and in multiple
ownerships. Its overall redevelopment is likely t
be incremental over the medium to long term. Th
assessment of individual proposals within thi
Opportunity site will be considered in the
context of a phased masterplamban design
framework for the site with due regard to the
overall longterm potential of the site.
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Limited retailwhich does notmpactnegativelyon
the vitality and vibrancy of thénner Town Centre
(Retail) Core may be consideredThe site is
consideed suitable, but not limited to the
following core use categories:

Residential
Offices
Commercial
Mixed-Use

= =4 —a A

Photo 4.1¢ Opportunity Site 1 (Hat Factory)
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Photo 4.2¢ Opportunity Site 1 (Hat Factory)

Opportunity Siteg Richard Street

Opportunity Site 2

Map RS - Site Location

Area:0.30 Hectares (approx.)

Description Opportunity Site 2 is located off
RichardSt, to the north east of the established
town core area, adjacent to the ESB Network
storage compound

Potential: The site ign infill site, with potential for
both town centre and residentiaises.The area
forms part of a fine-grainedstreetscapewhich is
comprised of a mix of residential, service,
commercialand retail formats. Thedevelopment
of this site has potential to contribute to the
revitalisation of underutilised lands withithe
town centre area. The site holds potential for the
infill/creation of continued streetfrontage, with
additionalscopeavailablefor the developmentof
the backlands which runs paralléb established
development along Richard StThe site if
developed could lead to redeveloping the
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adjoining ESB compour(dee outlined in bluen
Map RS1).

Potential Uses:

1 Residential
 Offices
 MixedUse

Photo 43 ¢ Opportunity Site (Richard Street)
Opportunity Site ¥ Lannagh Road

Opportunity Site3:

Area:0.40Hectares (approx.)

Description Opportunity Site 3 is located

immediatelyeastof LannaghRd,on the northern

bank ofthe CastlebaRiver.Thesdandsconsistof

undeveloped backland® the rear of properties

along Shamble StreeA proportion of the of he

site is under Flood Zon& & B as shown in Map
LR3.

Potential: Thesiteisaninfill site, with potentialfor
town centre usesat this location. This site has
potential for dual aspect with active frontage
alongLannagiRdandalsofacing theriver & urban

greenway that runs along its southern perimeter|
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Map LR3¢ Flood Extent

Considering it$ocation,it couldthrive as a public
amenity space/park

Limited retail which does nampact negativelypn
the vitality and vibrancy of thénner Town Centre
(Retail)Coremay be considered

Potential Uses:

1
f
1
f
1
f
f
1

Residential
Offices
Institutional
Medical
Employment
Recreational
Public Park
Mixed-Use
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Photo 44 ¢ Opportunity Site (Lannagh Road)

Proposals for developmentn allopportunity sites shall be accompanied by a site brief and should
comply with nationalguidelineqasappropriatetowardsachievingsustainableompactdevelopment
andto integrateprinciplesof good urban design and placemaking.

4.6.2 Military BarrackQuarter

The Military Barracks Quarter includes backlands to the rear of Main Street, Castle Street carpark,
Rock Square, as well as the former Military Barracks complex and Convent sites.

JUNTA

Map 4.7¢ Military Barracks Quarter context
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Map 4.8- SpatialParameterf Military BarrackQuarter

TheMilitary BarrackQuarter isa particularlyimportant regenerationsite within the town core. The
entire siteis consideredo be a transformativeopportunity for the town centre. Theareais divided
into two opportunity sites based@n the two distinctiveaspectwf the area: theredevelopmenif the
Military Barracks building and adjoining complex (includingormer Convent site);and the
redevelopment othe backlandsarea ofMain Street.

Opportunity Site4 ¢ Military Barracks

Opportunity Site4:

Map MB1¢ Site Location

Area:3.68 Hectares (approx.)

Description: Opportunity Site4 is comprisedof the old
Military Barracks / Former Convent.

Potential: The Military Barracks has significar
potential as a catalyst for renergising the centre o
Castlebar. Underpinning ambitions for the project &
the development of highest quality publiealm
spaces, connectedness, relevance, civic va
economic value, innovationand transformational
placemaking. Through a mix of commerci
community and civic uses the project will provide
anchor for the regeneration of Castlebar.

Potential Uses:

Residential
Offices

Cultural

= =4 =4 =2

Institutional




1 Employment
Y Educational
T MixedUse

Photo 45 ¢ Opportunity Site 4 (Military Barracks)

Opportunity Site & Backlands at Castle Stre@ir Park

Opportunity Site5:

Map CSX Site Location

Area:1.32 Hectares (approx.)

Description: Opportunity Site 5 includes a portion of

backlands to the rear of Miet / Bridge St adjoining the
Castle St carparkThe urbangreenwaylink traverses the

northern boundary of thesite.

Potential: Creationof a new streetscapeand meaningful
sustainable linkages through redevelopment of
vacant/underutilised backlandand gportunities for the

creationof acivicspaceandimprovedpublicrealm.

Redevelopment ofthis area will provide an important
interfacebetweenthe Central Spins shoppingeasandthe

Military Barracks to form anew dynamic place within the
town centre.

Potential Uses:
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Map CSZ, Aerial image of site

Photo 46 ¢ Opportunity Sites (Backlands Castle Street)
Proposals for developmentn allopportunity sites shall be accompanied by a site brief and should
comply with nationalguidelinegasappropriatetowardsachievingsustainableeompactdevelopment
andto integrateprinciplesof good urban design and placemaking.

4.6.3 SpenceQuarter

The Spencer Quarter isituated at thesouthern edgeof the town centre in a prominent location
between thejunction of N5 and theN60 to thesouth, and tathe rear of Ellison/Main Street to the
North. The quarter containsa mix of commercial/administrative/gtice/medical/services and
residential. The area contains the Green (The Mall) as w&pascer Street, Spencer Court, Humbert
Way, Lawn Rd, John Moore Road. This area also has a rich historysndfielsted inawealth ofbuilt
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heritage. Theareahas22 protected structuresnd 11buildinglisted on listed on the NIAH register.
There is some vacancy along the street, both in older buildings and newer built retail units. The quarter
also contains notable buildings such as the Former Impdatg|.

181

Map 49 - SpenceQuarter context

——  Road/street network
& = Unk-pedestrian/vehicular access
Opportunity site

= »* "+ Protected structures

Defined street ecge

Map 410 - SpatialParameterof SpenceQuarter
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Opportunity Sites ¢ Hazel Grove

Opportunity Site6:

Map HGI¢ Site Location

Area: 0.33 Hectare$Approx.)

Description: Opportunity Site 6 consists of g
portion of backlands to the rear of Spencst;on
the easternsideof the HazelGrovedevelopment.
The area identified contains large swathe
undeveloped/underutilised land.There is an
existingaccessoadto carparkwith anestablished
pedestrianaccesgvialaneway)from the carpark
to Spencestreet.

Potential: Creation of a new streetscapealong
Hazel Grove and to create new improved
permeable and legible corridors within the urbar
street/ footpath network.

Potential Uses:

1 Residential
1 Offices
 MixedUse

Photos4.7 ¢ Opportunity Site (Hazel Grove)
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Opportunity Site & The Mall/Rock Square

Opportunity Site7:

Map MRS I Site Location

Area: 0.33HectareqApprox.)

Description: Opportunity Site7 consists ofthe
Former Imperial Hotelthe Motor Tax offices,
vacant/underutilised buildings fronting the Mall
and Rock Square.

Potential: Revitaliseand rejuvenate the north
eastern side of the Mallvhich consists of many
vacant and underutilised historic buildings frontin
the Mall and theRock Square.

Owingto its locationon TheMall and a potential
The Mall ACA particular attention would be
requiredin terms of scale and design solutions.

Potential Uses:

Residential
Offices
Mixed-Uses
Hospitality
Public Realm
Mixed-Use

= =4 =4 -4 -8 A

Photo 4.8¢ Opportunity Site (Former Imperial Hotel / Motor Tax office)
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Photo 4.9¢ Opportunity Site (Former Imperial Hotel / Motor Tax office)

Proposals fodevelopment on all opportunity sites shall be accompanied by a site brief and should
comply with nationalguidelineqasappropriatetowardsachievingsustainableeompactdevelopment
andto integrateprinciples of good urban design apthcemaking.

4.6.4 ShoppingQuarter

The Shopping Quarter is tlvere heartland of the Castlebar town centre. Therter is homeo the

historic retail/ commercial core of Castlebar and is a major focal point of the town. The area extends
from Bridge Street intte north to Mountain View Roadb the south and from Castle St to Hopkins

Rd. The retail core expanded in recent times along Hopkins Road which contains large retail chains
and mixeduse developments, as well as a range of commercial/retaill hotel & tleéatr
medical/services, residential; and a number of large surface carparks. Streets within this zone contain
¢ Bridge Street, Main Street, Castle Street, Hopkins Road, Ellison Street, Shambles Street, Mountain
View Road, Market Squarand a section of the 0.

Map 411 ¢ Shopping Quarter context
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Map 4.12- SpatialParameterof ShoppingQuarter
Opportunity SiteB ¢ Backlands at Mill Lane

Opportunity Site 8:

b

Map ML1g Site Location

Area:1.2 Hectares (Approx.)

Description: Opportunity site 8 is located to the
rear of the Central Spine shopping areathin the
current Mill Lanecarpark area and adjoins the|
church groundsThe Castlebar River runs along th
western and northern boundaries of the|
Opportunity Site the flood extend of the river
touches the boundary (see Map ML3).

Potential: Createnew streetscapeo rearof Main
Street along the River corridor incorporatiniget
urban greenway link and other urban linkage|
between the church groundghe parkingareaand
the surrounding primary streets

Potential Uses:

Residential

Offices

Public Realm

Enterprise & Employment
Medical/Health
Mixed-Use

= =4 =4 —a —a A
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Map ML3¢ FI[)od Extent

Photo 410 ¢ Opportunity Site8 (Mill Lane Car Park Backlands)

In addition to the aforementioned specific projects,is considered the general area would benefit
greatly from supportingransformationalpublicrealminitiativesto bringunderperforming/backlands
areasinto activeuseand integrate with the public realm network of the wider area.

Thefollowingwould supportthe further developmentof thistown centrelocation:
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Publicrealmimprovement publicrealmdevelopment/enhancemergchemes.
Enhancedamenity spaces Ongoingenhancemenif recreationalspacesand attractiveness
from aculturaland communityperspectivewill servethis areain achievingts visionasabusy,
vibrantplaceto live andwork within the town centre.

Conservationof the built heritage Conservingmanagingand presentingour built heritage
for its intrinsic value while also providing scope for town centre uses and important
community services will serve to provide an enrichedableplace. Projectsandinitiatives
that support appropriate adaptive usesin tandem with conservations requirements are
encouraged.

Access this generalarea wouldbenefit in the creation of improved accesypedestrian&
cyclist)to the quality amenity/recreational park/facility of the area. Such project would
require sensitivity to the built heritage and charactdithe area,with a strongemphasison
conservationwhichwould allow protectionandpreservationof sensitiveenvironments while
also providing a wellbeing for all.

Opportunity Sited ¢ The Mall/Ellison Street

Opportunity Site 9: Area:0.45 Hectares (Approx.)

Description:Opportunity sitedis located to the
rear of properties alongkllison Street, and

adjoinsTheGreen(TheMall). There is a history
of planning applications on the site but nong
have materialised. The sited®minated by an
abandoned yellow cementsilo certrally
located within the site. The site has vehiculg
access points from Castle Street akdlison
Street

Potential: Createnew developmentthat has
potential for higher densities and taller
buildings.

Map ME1q Site Location Owingto its locationproximateto TheMalland
a potential TheMall ACA particularattention
would berequiredin terms of scale and design
solutions.

Potential Uses:

Residential
Offices
Commercial
Mixed-Use

= =4 -4 A

Map ME2¢ Aerial image of site.
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Photo 4.11¢ Opportunity Site 9 (The Mall)

Photo 4.2 ¢ Opportunity Sited (Lands between The Mall & Ellison Street

Opportunity Sitel0 ¢ Adjacent McDonalds

Opportunity Site 10: Area:0.22 Hectares (approx.)

Description: Opportunity site 10 is located along
the Hopkins Rd link road, to the rear of McDonald
FyR /lasSeQa LISGNRE adl
all sides by fencing and contains no structuyése
site can be accessed from the north and the sout
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Potential: The siteis located in one of the busiest
thoroughfares in Castlebar and ovides an
opportunity to have active street frontage to the
north.

R3,

Limited retail which does nampact negativelypn
the vitality and vibrancy of thénner Town Centre
A (Retail)Coremaybe considered

Potential Uses:

1 Residential
oty ;: £ Hotel 1 Offices
Q and 1 Commercial
Theats 1 Mixed-Use

’

Photo 4.13 ¢ Opportunity Sitel0 (Adjacent McDonalds)
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Proposals for developmentn all opportunity sites shall be accompanied by a site brief and should

comply withnational guidelineqasappropriatetowardsachievingsustainableompactdevelopment

andto integrateprinciples of good urban design and placemaking.

4.7 TownCentre& RegeneratiorPolicy& Objectives

TownCentrePolicy

It isthe Policyof the Councilto:

TCP 1

Ensure that new development in the town centre and in particular the opportunity al
comprises the highest of qualitative and design standards, complimenting the existing his
built fabric, or natural heritagesustaining Castlebar as a town in which to live, work, inve
and do business.

TCR2

TCR3

Seek to develop and improve areas within the town that are in need of regeneration, rer
and redevelopment. The Council will seek to apply, whappropriate, the provisions of the
Urban Regeneration and Housing Act, Derelict Sites Act, and use Compulsory Purchase
and other active land management instruments, as appropriate, to facilitate regenera
housing supply, employment opportunitiesd community facilities.

Protectthe visualcharacter,built & cultural heritage,ambienceand vitality of the traditional
heartof thetown centre in order to meet the retailing and serviceeds ofthe area, in addition
to offering a pleasant ah attractive environment for shopping, business, tourism, recreat
and living.

TCR

TCP5

Actively encourage,support and facilitate environmental and public realm improvements
in Castlebar to address environmental quality, urban design, satgtity and traffic impact.

Support the development of the further public realm projects in Castlebar that will enhanc
F SaiKSGAOa 2F (KS G26yQa odzAtd FyR yI (dzN
experience of the town.

TCP 6
TCP 7

Embed an agéiendly approach to the design of the public realm.
Support and encourage the principle of healthy pkataking in Castlebar.

TownCentreObjectives

It isan Objectiveof the Councito:

TCOL

TCO 2

Encourage andacilitate the development of Opportunity Sites in Castlebar for a mixtur
uses that will contribute to the regeneration, vibrancy, diversity, vitality, attractiveness, sg
liveability and compact growth of the town centre. In conjunction with tipspposed
developments must demonstrate how they will interact within its context and the wider u
area.

Continue to develop and implement the Castlebar Town Centre Regeneration Strateg
encourage and facilitate the reuse and regeneration defelict, vacant, backland an
underutilised lands and buildings in the town centre through active land management for 1
residential and other mixed uses and where necessary through appropriate legis
mechanisms/instruments and / or by suppargi the progression and delivery of projed
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funded by the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund and other appropriate fun
achieve this aim.

TCO 3

(a) Promote high quality plaemaking and public realm in accordance with the Mg
Development Plan 2022 2028, including the Development Management Standards,
replacement thereof and any relevant Section 28 Guidance. All development shall demon
climate resilience measures to climapeoof critical infrastructure.
(b) Ensure lte highest quality of public realm and urban design principles are applied i
town centre, and the opportunity areas identified in this Proposed Plan. The success
public realm is high quality, easily maintained street furniture, soft landscajinginage
solutions should be designed on the principles of Su
(c) Ensure development proposals have given proper consideration to the urban design
of site context, connectivity, inclusivity, variety, efficiency, distinctiveness, layoutcmailim,
adaptability, privacy and amenity, parking and detailed design.

TCO4

Work with landowners and other stakeholders in the redevelopment of the identi
W2 LILR2 NILidzyAlie aAGSaQ F2NJ FLIWINBLINRFGS (26

TCGb

Work in partnershipwith community groupsin the developmentof regenerationinitiatives
and public realm enhancement projects and to seek funding for projects as opportunities

TCG6

TCOr

Support the provision of cycling infrastructure, bicyplrking facilities and electric vehic
charging points in the town centre, in accordance with the recommendations of the
Transport Plan and subject to traffic and pedestrian safety

Undertakea buildingheightsand residentialdensitystudyfor Castlebatown, within ayearof
adoption of this Local Area Plan, in order to identify suitable locations within the town w|
development potential for greater height and density rates can be suitably accommod
These may require screenifgr SEA/AA and Ecological Impact Assessment as appropriat

TCB

Developers will be requiredo prepare urban design framewodmasterplan for the
Opportunity Sites in Castlebar Town Certtrénform future development proposals.

TCO»

Maintain and enhane the vitality and vibrancy of the Town Centre lgldressng and
controllingleakage of social, economic and service activitgeareas outside the Town Centr

TCO10

Prevent the use of film or screening thabscures the glazed areas of a shopfravindow
where it negatively impacts upon the streetscape.
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Chapter SECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

5.1 StrategicAims

To support and enhance the sustainable economic growth of Castlebar, consistent with its role
as a Key Town through thprovision of designated areas for high quality employment,
through the expansion and protection of its tourism product and through the enhancement
and expansion of its role as a thriving retail destination.

5.2 Introduction

The NPF sets out the developmentaagtrong economy supported by enterprise, innovation and skills

as a National Strategic Outcome, that will depend on creating places that foster enterprise and

innovation and attract investment and talent. The NPF states that this can be achieved biygbuildi

regional economic drivers. The RSES has designated Castlebar as a Key Town, and therefore is

NBEIFNRSR &4 KFE@Ay3 GKS OFLIOAGe G2 +FOG Fa | NBIA2yLE SO2y2YAO 3N
regional role, it is critically important that job opportuigis are created in the town to sustain its

economic growth. A healthy economy contributes to the quality of life for those who live and work in

the town and its environs. Retaining existing jobs and creating new employment opportunities in

Castlebar are kepriorities for the Council.

5.3 CastlebaiWestportEconomidcGrowthCluster

The RSES considers that the economic growth of Castlebar can be enhanced through the creation of
an economic growth cluster with the nearby town of Westport. To advance this rdgiapaomic

growth cluster, Mayo County Council have produdkd Castlebar Westport Economic Growth
(CWEG) Cluste&tudy2040 TheCWEG Clustanodel is intended as a spatially targeted economic
development approach to leverage public and private investm&he agglomeration of the two

towns will help to address the current challenge of scale wildlever the inherent quality of life
characteristics on offer in this West coast location.

This economic growth cluster seeks to harness and develop the comaptary strengths and
synergiedetweenCastlebar antiVestportandtheir functionalhinterlands This will helgreate highly
connected centres of scale, with the necessary critical mass, in terms of population and employment
It will enableboth towns b compete and grow to fulfil their potential and drive regional and national
development in tandem with regional and national policy and when combined, make a compelling
case for a regional growth cluster.

The development of the new N5 road, repeess a significant investment to link the two towrsd
underpins and reinforces this connection. The strategic approach recommended within the study sets
out a road map to achieve a Castlelvdlestport Economic Growth Cluster (CWEG CLUSTER 2040).
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5.4 EcormomicProfile

Castlebar has a significant employment and service function relative to its regional and local

catchment. Castlebar ihe County Town and therincipal place okmploymentin County Mayo.

Furthermore, it is the chosen location foseveral large multinational corporations (Baxter
Pharmaceuticals, Meissner Filtration and Fort Wayne Metals), government departments, health and
educational institutions. The Irish Retail Centre Rankings place Castlebar 7th largest retail centre in
Irelandin terms of retail spend, second only to Galway @ityConnacht. The significant employment
sectors in 2016, included wholesale, retail and commerce; education, human health and social work
activities; manufacturing, commerce and trade and professional services; and public administration

and defence, all ofvhich were above the state average in 2016.
ly Saidlot AakKSR YSFHadNBE 2F GKS SyLxX z2evySyid
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jobs to resident workers ratio of 1.920. This is an indicator of a heaitbggeconomy function, as
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and the numberof jobs in any defined area. According to POWSCAR 2016, the total number of jobs
located in Castlebar was 9, 045 and the total number of resident workers was 4,710. Therefore, the

there are more jobs than resident workers in Castlebar, and therefore, people travel to the town to

avail of those employment opportunities.

5.5 EconomidevelopmentStrategy

A key principle underpinning this Plan is the pursoft sustainable economic development
opportunities to provide for an increase in the number of jobs based in the town. Castlebar is an

important employment centre within and outsid# the CountyMayo. Thetown hasa healthy job to

resident workers ratiof jobs, attracting workers from a wide catchment area. For Castlebar to fulfil
itsrole as a regional economic growth driver, the town must aim to increase its jobs creation over the

longer term. The overarching guidance in the NPF is that job creatiahdstadlow population growth
at a ratio of 0.66:1 (NPO1c). Therefore, the Economic Development Strategy tardesst1,859

extra jobs by 2028, above 2016 figures, as set out in Table 5.2 below. The jobs ratio aligns with the
0.66 jobs ratio target fothe region, as outlined in the NPF.

Population 12,318 12,068 14,885
LabourForce 4,747 4,710 5,809
No. of jobsin Castlebar 8,956 9,045 10,904
JobRatio 1.887 1.920 1.877

Table 5.1¢ Populationand Jobs Information, CensuR$ES: pop growth match with job creation at 0.66:1.0 = 0.66386142,068=2817)

= 1859additional jobs needed.)
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Mayo County Council is therefore particularly focused on ensuring there is a range and quality of
employment opportunities to meet the needs and aspirations of the existing and future local
population and wider catchment. The Council will work with other local organisations in this regard,
such as the County Enterprise Board, Castlebar Chamber of Gommrti2A and Enterprise Ireland. In

this regard, proposals put to the Council for employment generating uses will be treated in a positive
manner, unless there are clear reasons in the interests of the proper planning and sustainable
development of the ara to adopt a contraryiew.

5.5.1 TheEconomidevelopmentStrategyfor Castlebawill be achievedy:

| Providing the necessary infrastructure argbantum of zoned lands to attract economic
development in recognition of the status Castlebar as a Key Town.

| Capitalisingon the existinginfrastructurein placein Castlebarto enhancethe local employment
base.
9 Regeneration of the town centre area for the provision for retail and commercial, hospitality,

cultural and amenity functions.

Al Support theCastleba-Westport Economic Growt8lustemwith a view ofachievingRegional Growth
Centre statusin the future.

1 Continuing to develop Castlebar as a Level Two, County Town Centre in accordance with the RSES
and the County Regional Retgilerarchy, by consolidating the retail & town centre offering and
improving on the urban fabric and public realm of the town centre area.

Al Ensuring new commercial or business floorspace will allow for future flexibility, including future
subdivision and/omamalgamation to provide for a range of accommodation, particularly for small
businesses.

T Development of the tourist profile of Castlebar and expansion of the tourism offering of Castlebar

by supporting tourism developments, such as the Lough Lannagh i&lidlage, development of
Castlebar as a Sports/Activity Tourism Hub, provision of the Westpariough Greenway link and
other sph off enterprises.

Al Supporting and facilitating, subject to environmental and other relevant planning considerations, all
forms of employment generation.

bl Work with the (Local Enterprise Office (LEO), IDA, OPW, Chamber of Commerce and other agencies
in relation to the development of potential economic opportunities for Castlebar and its environs.

5.5.2 CommercialOfficeand Enterprise

Castlebar has an administrative function for various bodies, including offices of the Department of
Agriculture and Food, Revenue, Garda Pulse, and main offices of Mayo County CouncillfEfentDA

hasa number ofkey strategicsitesthroughout Mayo, includingthe existingCastlebar Businesnd
Technological Park located off the N60 Claremorris Road. Recent projects within the IDA Park include
the building of the Meissner and Fort Wayne buildings, which has significantly reduced the site for
additional building/enterprises at the existing IDA Park. Map 5.1 below shows the location of the main
employment sites in Castlebar.
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Employment Site Employment Site Employment Site
MayoUniversity Dept.of Agriculture, ‘ Baxter & IDA Busines

ATUMayo | Social Welfare & Garda Pulse

Fort Wayne, IDA Park, Castlebar Meissner, IDA Park, Castlebar

5.5.3 Industry

The location of Baxter, Meissner Filtration and Fort Wayne Metals in Casflefhadesthe town a
significant economic boost and advantage over many of its neighbouring towns in the county,
particularly with the recent growth of Meissner Filtration andtf&/ayne There continues to be a
need for a diverse range of employment opportunities in Castleibatuding in the manufacturing
sector (see Table 5.2 below). It is therefore important to retain / | & { f &igtingeRablished
industrialbase,while alsoseekingo expand furtherthe industrial activities appropriate to the town.
The industry zoning objectives set out in tRign allows for industrial development and a ramde
related useghat could be suitably located within industrial estatand enterprise zoned lands within
the Plan boundary.

57



Agriculture,forestry andfishing 55 1.13
Buildingand construction 209 431
Manufacturing industries 541 11.16

Commerceandtrade 1,195 24.65

Transportand communications 173 3.57

Publicadministration 329 6.79
Professionalservices 1,349 27.83
Other 996 20.55
Total 4,847 100

Table5.2 ¢ CastlebaindustryBreakdownCensu2016)

5.6 Retall

Castlebar is the principal retail and service centi€aninty Mayo. It is ideally located enabling to draw

from an extensive catchment area. The majority of retailing in Castlebar is concentrated in the town

centre around the main shopping streets on et Street, Bridge Street, Linenhall Street, Shambles

stSSGx 5dz1 S {GNBSiliz 9ttAazy {dNBSOH FyR 1 2LNAyQa w2l R® LY FRRAGAZ2YZ
of town development in the form of retail warehousing on the periphery. Pten encourages

compact growth in the town centre and core retail area. It is gegsed that the retail sector is pivotal

to regeneration and renewal of Castlebar town centre, its economic viability and deliverfigifi-a

quality public realm, built environment and sense of place.

The Mayo County Development Plan 28228 recognises four-tier retail hierarchy in the county.

This retail hierarchy is consistent with the Section 28 Retail Planning Guidelines (2012) and aims to
concentrate higher order shopping functions in Castlebar. The sequential approach to development
will be appliel to proposals for retail development in accordance with the Retail Planning Guidelines
for Planning Authorities (DOEHLG 2012). The land use zoningfordpastlebar, identifies inneetail

core (town centre) and outeretail core(edge of town centre)dwn centre areas to assist in the
applicationof the sequentialapproach whilst ensuringedgeof centre sitesare within easy walking
distanceof the identified primary retail area of the town.
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Inner Town Centre
(Retail)
D Outer Town Centre

Central Spine

Outer Town Centre |

!

Map 5.2 TownCentreArea(Innerand Outer)

5.6.1 (i) TownCentreRetail Areas

Castlebatown centreis primarilybasedarounda centralspine whichrunsfrom ThomasStreet,in the

north, towards the junction of Stephen Garvey Way and the R310, to the south. It is largely
characterised by small, narrow plot sizeterspersed with larger civic and financial buildings. It offers

a range of convenience and comparison shops, pharmacies, cafés/ restaurants and public houses. The
western end of the town centre extends towards the Link Road near Lough Lannagh, wtelsstérn
boundary is located at the Cathal Duffy roundabout.

The Plan focuses on the regeneration of the town centre (See Chapter 4) to cater for its changing role,
providing for significant retail and commercial functions, in tandem with bringing banksionto the

centre. The regeneration of the town centre represents an opportunity to develop a sustainable
environment which is an attractive place to work, live, invest, study and visit.
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5.6.2 (ii) Inner& OuterTown Centréreas

Castlebar contains twalistinct commercial/retail aregsthey are presented on Map 5.2 which
illustrates the Inner & Outetlown centre areas.

Theinner town centre (retail) areeepresents the historical shopping core, whadntains a wide range

of convenience and comparisonags, office and residential apartments adding to the mix of uses
located within/along the historic central spink.is in thisinner town centre (retail) area that new
retail both comparisonand convenience will bencouraged to locateén order to maintan and
enhance the vibrancy and vitality of this town cofée previous leakage e$sential town centre uses
from the inner towncentre willbe strongly discouraged

It is preferablethat the inner retail area will be consolidatedith new retail development locating
along the western and eastern backlands off Market/Bridge Street, vigathrentlycharacterised by
a combination of backlands and gaarks.It isenvisagedhat thisregeneraed corewill includea range
of usessuchasfinancial, hospitality, residential along with retail and retail services.

The outer retail area contains the second core shopping ateaywn as Outer Town Centre on Map
5.2 abovewhich is located alonganngh Road and is relatively new in comparison to the historic
retail area alondhe central spine This core area contairslarge anchor supermarken Aldi, other
large shops sucasTK Maxx, Next, Shawtc. which contain large car parking facilities, there is also a
wide range of retail unitsffices,fast food restaurant@nd hotel within the area.In addition, other
retailing provisions in this area are provided along Spencer Street and Chapel Street.

Section 4.4.6 of thtlayo County Development Plan, 202P28 contains a detailed policy framework
for the management of retail development throughout the County. Retail development proposals in
Castlebar will be assessed against the aforesaid CDP paliogviiork and other relevant policies of
this Plan.

(iii) Vacancy

The NPF, RSES and Mayo County Development Plar2@P2dlaces a particular emphasis on the
challenge presented by vacancy rates in our towns and villdgigsire 5.1 below shows the natidna
vacancy rate stands at 13.5% and the rate for the Castkthads at 2% (Q2 202),
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Source: GeoDirectory Database - 29/06/2022

Figure5.1 - CommerciaVacancyRateby TownQ2of 2022
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Mayo County Council has carried out a building use survey of Castlebar town centre (See Figure 5.2
below) in Q3 of 2022. The survey showed the town centre of Castlebar contains a wide variety of
activities from retail, office and residential uses to mypétibuildings. It offers a range of convenience

and comparison shops, pharmacies, cafés and restaurants, and pabsies. The survey established

a retail/lcommercialvacancy rate of the LAP town centre zoned area within the plan of the Castlebar
town cente at 20.5%.

The level of vacancy in the town centre area has become a pronounced issue in recent years, with
factors such as online shopping and has been further exacerbated by the-XSo#dndemic. A
concerted effort will be made through various fundi mechanismsand careful control of new
developmentto ensure that the core shopping areas in the town of all sizes are attractive, maintained
and well serviced with infrastructure to secure their prosperity into the future

To reduce retail/commercial vaocy levels, the Council will actively pursue the regeneration and
renewal of Castlebar town centre through the redevelopment of identified opportunity sites (Chapter
4) and the delivery of a highuality public realm. This will greatly enhance the ecorwowitiality and
viability of the town centre, increase footfall and reduce retail and commercial vacancy.

5.7 Tourism

Mayo County Counaicogniseshat thereisamajoropportunityto further developthe tourist profile

through the promotion of Castlebar as an attractive market town rich in heritage, with a strategic
location in Co. Mayo. Moreover, it has a wealth of historic buildings, and an attractive centre for
visiting the wider Western Region. The continued success of festivals suchBisiehe~estival and

the International Walking Festival can also be further developed, while the Castlebar River, as an
important salmon and trout river, can be more actively promoted as an angling attraction.

A key priority for Castlebain the RSES is timprove cycle and walking tourism/recreational
infrastructure Similarly, conectivity of the Great Western Greenway at Castlebar to Westport and
the Wild Atlantic Way and other tourism related infrastructuge paramount The delivery of the
cycling infragucture through the Castlebar LTP and the recently constructed urban greenway through
the town will help realise this priority.

Castlebar has significant tourism potential, it is home to Lannagh Holiday Village, a greenway link to
Westport/Turlough anchear the nationally significant tourism attraction, National Museum of Ireland
Country Life. Castlebar has a broad range of public amenity, sports and recreational facilities. The town
has significant potential to build on ongoing investment in a nati@ndkli R2 2 NJ LJdzNE dzA (0 Q&
position Castlebar as a location for spottairism. Mayo County Council proposed to develop a
recreational strategy for Lough Lannagh, in order to aid and enable Castlebar's emergence as a major
sports tourist and advente destination on a national scale

Measures to actively encourage the development of tourist related uses in the town will be pursued
by Mayo County Coungilncluding increased and improved bed spaces and accommodation, leisure,
amenity andconference facilitiesThe focus will be on Castlebar awisitor base/gateway to the
natural, built and cultural environment of the wider area, providing access to the combination of hill
walking, fishing, cycle ways, places of interest and latlages.
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Figure 52 ¢ NationalMuseumof Country Iif Lough Lannaghbeisure facilities
5.8 Remote WorkingCoworkingand Business Workspaces

Castlebas | & @Phé Belt Place to work from Hothe/ L Ni#SZ022\8Witther.iecreated a
Remote Working Index (RWI) whidioks at a range of criterihere it is considered a great place to
work from home andive. The criteria considered in the indexludes the following

V Low house prices

Lowcrime rates

Broadband Speeds & 5G mobile coverage

Access to green spaces such as parks, woodlavaterways
The number of gyms, fitness and leisure centres

The number of cafesoffee shops and food delivery services
Proximity to healthcare, GP surgerisd top schools

< < <K<K KL

Figure 53 ¢ Sample of Shared Working Spaces

ThePlan encourageshared workspacesee figure 5.2 abovea usein order toaccommodatehose

who do not wishto commutelong distances and who seek to avail of a Iécahalised shared work
environment. Having regard to thedemand arising from the changed work patterns and behaviours,
this plan supports the provision of appropriately located remote working hub/premises for the
purposes of multpurpose shared working spe. The Council recognises that manageavoding

hubs provide much more than a physical centre for stgg$ and expanding enterprises, allowing
important interaction betweenearly-stage entrepreneurs, remote workers, more experienced
business owners @hLocal Enterprise staff. Increased investment in remote working hubs that are in
locations that suit commuters and are close to childcare facilities will also potentially attract people
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to live in towns.Town centrelocations are preferred (though not lited to), where the reuse of
underutilised or vacant properties will be encouraged and supportedlotagion for remote working
hubswill be underpinned by thezoning objectivesind provisionss set out in the Land Use Zoning
Matrix in Chapter 11.

5.8.1 Live¢ Work Units

Traditionally officebased activities have tended to have a high density of employment and whilst the
impacts of the COVID 19 pandemic on the density of employees per office space is not yet clear, it is
anticipated that employers witequire lower densities andn some cases, offer a blended solution of
office and remote working. The potential increase in working from hormedeking as a result of
COVIBEL9 provides new opportunities for people who would like to liveCastlebarand dso to
increase the vibrancy of the town centre through the concept of adieek unit.

A livework unit can be defined as a single commercial ,udgsigned to accommodate a residential
element e.gcommercial ground floor with living accommodation oveivework units are used for
business/enterprise to provide for uses such as office, medical and related consultations, data
processing, software development, media associated uses, publishing and film production, artists and
crafts studios, homéased eonomic activity and creative industries.

While this Plan supports the concept of home working, it is important that such activity is not injurious
to the amenities of a predominantly residential area and therefore employment use in a dwelling
should be estricted to the occupier(s) of the dwelling and such use should be subordinate to the main
use of the dwelling as a residence.

5.9 Economi®evelopmenPolicy& Objectives
EconomidevelopmentPolicy

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

EDPL Encouragethe development of employment areas in a comprehensiveand

sequentialmanner whichusesexistinginfrastructure effectively and efficiently,

ensuringthey aredesignedo the highestarchitecturalandlandscapingtandards,
with naturalsite features,suchaswatercourses, trees and hedgerows be retain
and enhanced as an integral part of the development/scheme.

EDP Support the development and expansion of enterprise and employment w
Castlebar, and to coperate with all stakeholderslandownersand relevant
agencies to attract investmentwhile at the same time ensurinthere is no
resultant negative impact orhe vitality and vibrancy of the town centre

EDP 3 Support and promote the development of economic and enterprise developr]
and activity in a manner which contributes to the transition to a low cark
climate resilient and environmentally sustainabteunty.
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EconomidevelopmentObjectives

It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

EDO1

Engagevith IDAlrelandandthe Departmentof Enterprise ;TradeandEmployment
in seeking to attract Foreign Direct Investment into Castlebar.

EDO2

EDC3

Ensure newenterprise and employment uses provide Workplace Travel P
/Mobility ManagementPlansto reduce dependencyon private modesof travel
consistentwith the principles set out in the National Transport Authority guidan
W OKASOGAY3I 9F T @OUAFSHE R N LI F OS ¢ NI
Support, promoteand facilitatethe provision ofsharedco-working spacegubs
in town centre and otheappropriate locationsin Castlebarto provide multi-
purposeflexibleworkspaceoptions.

Retail& TownCentrePolicy

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

EDP 4

Support the retail function of Castlebar as a Regional Tier 2 Category town
Retail Hierarchy, and to consolidate existing retail developmetitin the town
centre.

EDP 5

Support and facilitate theevelopment of retail, retail services and niche retail
in the town centre area, including new/infill development and redevelopmen
an appropriate scale.

EDP 6

Support and facilitate the development of retail led tourism associated with
natural and built heritage assets of Castlebar.

Retail& TownCentreObjectives
It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

EDO4 The Council, in accordance with the Retail Planning Guidelines for
Authorities (DECLG, 2012 or as amended or superseded) will continue to p
and promote the vitality and viability of Castlebar town centre, including appl
I wiz2zgy DBWHNREORANANI &aSIjdzSy dAlt 9

EDO5 Manage the over proliferation of certain undesirableuses such as fast-food

outlets, amusement arcades, oficences, bookmakers, and other nonretail
usesin the interest ofprotecting the vibrancy, residential amenity and pub

NBFfY 2F /LadtSorNRa 26y OSYyiNBo
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EDO6 Ensurethat new shop front and signagedesign contributes positively to and
enhanceghe streetscape and is in accordance with the guidance set out in
Development Management Standard$ the Mayo County DevelopmentPlan
2022-2028andassetout in the Mayo ShopfrontBooklet (Mayo County Counci

EDO7 Support, promote and facilitates measures, such as town centre regenera

implementation of the local transport plan to improve accessibility and pu
realm improvements and other town centre first initiatives over the plan per
to reduceretail andcommercial vacancy in Castlebar town centre.

TourismPolicy

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

EDP 7

Support and encourage the provision of ground floor live work units and/o
working spaces, as part of mixede and residentialdevelopments, in
appropriate town centre locations, as a means of enlivening streets an
provide flexible accommodation for small businesses and remote wo
opportunities.

EDP 8

Promote and support Castlebar as the sports capitM&joand seek tgrovide
effective access to recreation and leisure opportunities within the nat
environment and to maximise the local economic development opportun
while safeguarding the natural and build heritage.

EDP 9

Encourage the development tdurism activities such as watdrased activities
cultural and food tourism including festivals and food markets in Castlebar.

EDP 10

EDP 11

Support the development of new tourist facilities or the upgrading / extensio
existing tourisfacilities.

Promote festivals and sporting events to increase the tourism, cultural
lifestyle profile of the town.

EDP 12

Encourage linkages &trong tourism locationsuch as Westport to realise th
potential of the Castlebar Westport&nomic Growth Cluster (CWEG).

TourismObjectives

It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

EDGC8

Support and facilitate the development of an integrated network of greenw
and heritage trails, including the Castlebar Urban Greenway to Turlough
Westportto linkinto the network of National Greenways

65



EDO9

Work with all relevant stakeholders and Failte Ireland to facilitate the provi
of standardised signage and interpaéibn for tourism facilities and touris
attractions throughout the town.
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Chapter 6 HOUSINANDSUSTAINABIEOMMUNITES

6.1 StrategicAims

To facilitate and deliver liveable, higyuality, nearly zercenergy, integrated residential
development that provides for an appropriate demographic mix in tandem with the delivery
of good social and physical infrastructure to support the development of vibrant and diverse
communities.

6.2 Introduction

Sustainable communities meet the residentialcisb and recreational needs of existing and future
residents, their children and other users, providing opportunities for prosperity and a high quality of
life. The socieeconomic context for Castlebar provides a picture of a healthy town which benefits
from a wide range of natural, recreational and social amenities. The focus of the Plan period will be to
enhance these amenities and provide quality housing and a range of choice to meet the needs of the
change demographics and all sectors of the population.

6.3 ResidentiaDevelopmeniStrategy

The Development Strategy for Castlebar is a based around a framework to facilitate residential
development onlands zoned within the town centre and on a range of other residential sites within
walking distance and close éxisting services. The Council seeks to promote compact growth through
the re-use and redevelopment of vacant properties, brownfield and infill sites within the town in a
sequential mannerThis will be achieved by locatingrégh proportion of housin@n the existindouilt-

up footprint of Castlebar at appropriate densities, thereby strengthening the town cenlitew
housing allocation must be consistent with the Core Strategy and be proportionate to the size,
function and capacity of Castlebar as a Kewn in accordance with the Settlement Hierarchy.

Residentiatlevelopmentin Castlebawill be assessetiavingregardto the followingnationalguidance
andpolicies (and any review of these guidance documents):

Housing for Al a New Housing Plan féireland DHLGF021)
QualityHousingor Sustainabl&€ommunitie{DEHL&007)
SustainabldResidentiaDevelopmenin UrbanAreas(DEHL&009)
DesigrnStandardgor NewApartments(DHPL&2018)
UrbanDevelopmentandBuildingHeightstDHPLG2018)

DesignManualfor UrbanRoadsnd Streets(DTTS DHPLG2013andasupdated)

= =4 =4 -4 -8 -a -2

DevelopmenManagemeniStandardsetout at Volume2 of the Mayo CountyDevelopmenPlan2022
2028
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Transport & Movement Network R310 10 Pontoon

New Section of NS—Dublin to Westport

g National Primary & Secondary Route N5 10 Dulfin
Castlebar to
Regional Route Turlough Greenwa

Local Road (LP)

.

aw® Trainline (Westport—Dublin)
"5 enens

Greenway existing and proposed fink

1
e c;y r\,?

Established residential areas

31110 Newport

NGO to Claremorris
Castiebar to Westport
Greenway

St Geralds’ Secondary School

St Patrick's Boys National School
St Josephs Secondary School
Davitt College Secondary School
St Angela’s National School

Scol Raifteiri

4 ATU Castiebar Campus

4 s
% Train Station

Figure 6.1¢ ExistingTransport & MovemenNetworkwith educational

6.4 Residential Development, HousingS&stainable Communities
6.4.1 HousingProfile

Residentiagrowth in Castlebar ovepastdecadeshasgenerally taken placeorth, north-west and
southwestof the town off the Newport Rd, Westport Riyindy Gap Rd and Turlough Rd and is
comprised generally of 3 and 4 bed seffetached and detached housing. The pattern of housing in
Castlebar consists of limited housing in the town centre with scope for expansion efldmgity
residential use. At theown fringes there are substantial modern housésgatesof 3 and4-bedroom
semidetachedunits built on culde-sacroad systems.Someof theseestatesare detached from the

town with interlacing areas of agriculture and other lands. This is particulaitler’t along the
Westport Rd, Claremorris Rd and Turlough Rd. Some ribbon development is also evident along these
roads. Castlebar has a significant presence of social and voluntary housing particularly in the Lios Na
Circe andKnockthomas areas.

NS to Westpe:

® N e w N e

6.4.2 Residenial DevelopmentCapacityandDelivery

In accordance with the Mayo County Development Plan 2228, and in order to facilitate the
assessment of development proposals, applications will be required to be accompanied by an
evidencebasedanalysis of housg needs and detailed design statements incorporating a mix of house
types and sizes. All residential development proposals must comply with the provisions set out in the
County Housing Strategy and Housing Need Demand Assessment as per the Mayo County
Dewelopment Plar20222028
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Thedevelopmentof infill sitesand provisionof livingaccommodatioron upperfloors of commercial

units within the town centreis supported by thiflan.Proposaldor infill development should be
sensitively designed to hauwegard to proximity of neighbouring buildings, the uses of proposed
development and neighbouring properties, impacts on light, overshadowing, servicing, noise and
general disturbance.

In accordance with the provisions of the County Development Plan, thesiktp Strategy and the
requirements of Part V of the Act, social & affordable housing is required to be delivered as part of
new private housing developmentd.he Council will continue to deliver social housing in Castlebar
through the Rebuilding Irelandhd Housing for All programmes including consideration for those with
disabilities and special needs.

6.4.3 ResidentiaDensity Mix & Design

Higher densities will be applied to Castlebar to align with its role as a Key Town (Tier 1(a)), subject to
good designand development management standards being metreasing prevailing heights has a
critical role to play in addressing the delivery of more compact growth in Castlebar Town Centre,
making optimal use of the capacity of sites in the town centre where tramspmployment, services

or retail development can achieve a requisite lev@l intensity for sustainability. Tenure is an
important consideration for the delivery of housing. Section 6.6 of MieF identifies the need to
estimate the demand for differentenure types. Therefore, in accordance with national policy,
regional and local policy and to respond to our demographic trends for smaller housing sizes and an
ageing population, residential development over the Plan period will provide a greater raciyeicé

and options to meet the various needs of the community.

The overall design and layout oew schemes should be of high quality and comply with the Urban
Housing policy and objectives set out in Volume 1/Written Statement and Volume 2/ Development
Management Standards of the Mayo Couridgvelopment Plan 2022028. The Planning Authority

may exercise it discretion in relation to quantitative standards in certain circumstances (see Section
10.2), particularly in appropriate in town centre locationssiential proposals within the Plan area
must aim to deliver appropriate densities, adequate mix of building typologies and have consideration
for prevailing heights appropriate to the urban context, with particular regard for the built heritage of
Castlelar.

6.4.4 Density:

Historically, the town centre of Castlebar is characterised by buildings designed to accommodate

O2YYSNDAIE dza$S G 3INBdzyR FE22NE 6AGK | O02YY2RIGAZ2Y 2NJ f AGAY3 &L
Analysis of the area indicates thisey community infrastructure and the train station are within the

5-10-minute walk bands of the town centre and essential community and transport infrastructure.

The Plan seeks to provide mixed uses incorporatiegjdential development, which can poteritia

accommodatéhigherdensities within theown centrearea in linewith compact urban livingThe Plan

supports proposals for residential development in appropriate infill or brownfield locations within the

Town Centre zoned area which can generally asnodate development complying with the

requirements of theMlayo County Developmeiftlan2022-2028. Onlandsoutsideof the TownCentre

area,the pattern andtype of existingresidential development is categorised by housing schemes and
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estates of varyingcales, with a range and mix of hougpes, typicallypf semidetached and detached

two storey typologies.Local variationswill be consideredbased on the character and specific
restrictions or cosiderations including adjacerthigh-quality open space orsustainable travel

opportunities.

6.4.5 Mix & Height:

As the county town and a Tier 1 Strategic Growth Centre, it is anticipated that there will be a demand
for a varied mix and type of housinghe Plan seek® ensue a greater mix of house types; and to
provide for both a mix of dwelling size and dwelling type to cater for a diverse range of housing needs.
Design and layout of schemes should be of high quality and comply with the urban housing and urban
design princifes contained in Vol 2 of the Mayo County Development Plan-2028 and shall
including the requirement for a justification in the form of a Statement of Housing Mix setting out the
rationale /justification, along with consideration for the existing cleéeaand mix of the area, design,
location, market considerations and Partéduirements.

Settlement Strategpbjectivel6 (SSO 16) of the Mayo County Development P@222028seeksto
identify and facilitatancreased building heighter appropriate ses in suitable locations in Castlebar
accordance with [&cific Planning Policy Requirements SPPR)-4 of the Urban Development and
Building Height Guidelines for Planning Authorities (20I)eincreasingof prevailingheightshasa
critical roleto play inaddressing the delivery of higher density development particularly capitalising
on the potential for delivery of residential unitst locations where transport, employment, services

or retail development can be optimiseddeight, including trangitnal height arrangements, will be
considered in appropriate locations within and close to the Town Centre, proximate to existing public
transport nodesclose to locations of employment and/or third level educational institutions where
there is ease of a@ess to a range of urban amenities and sustainable transport options.

400 meter walk bands (5 minute walk distance)
St Geralds' Secondary School
St Patrick’s Boys National School

St Josephs Secondary School Castlebar to Turlough Greenway

2w N m

Davitt College Secondary School
St Angela’s National School
Scoil Raifteiri

ATU Castlebar Campus

® N o W

Train Station
Greenway Existing

Greenway extension

estport Greenway " ,'I " “.

RN o
* ...
L]

Figure6.2 ¢ 400m walking bands froimportant hubs

70



1000 meter walk bands (10 minute walk distance)
St Geralds’ Secondary School
St Patrick’s Boys National School

St Josephs Secondary School

AW ON -

Davitt College Secondary School

St Angela’s National School L S Castlebar to Turlough Grey

Scoil Raifteiri

7 ATU Castlebar Campus

8 Train Station
Greenway Existing

Greenway extension

Nestport Greenway

Figure 63 ¢ 1000m W-alking bands from important hubs
6.4.6 Housingor OlderPeople/ Special Needs Housing

Castlebar has mumber of dedicated services for people with special needs and elderly persons within

GKS (G26yz AyOfdzRAY3I FLFHOAtAGASE &dzOK & GKS /dzry [/ KFEAGNRAZ2YLF DbdzNEAY:
at the GMIT campus. As the population of the town is likely to caetito age, further dedicated

services will be required for elderlyersons.

Housing is a key social policy area that needs to adapt to meet the changing needs of older people.
The NPFsupports national policy to assist older people to live with dignity imdependence in their

own homes and communities, for as long as possible. It highlights the neeglfatesignedifetime
adaptable infill and brownfield development, close to existing services and facilities, supported by
universal design and improvedban amenities. Accommodation for the elderly in Castlebar will be
required to locate in existing residential areas, well served by social infrastructure and amenities, such
as footpath networks, public transport and local facilities and services,aw &ir better care in the
community, independence and access, ensuring that residents are not isoMiteelv developments

will be required to provide accommodation suitable and adaptable for the eld&Hg. Plan will
support the implementation of the Blyo Disability Strategy and the provision of dedicated elderly
and specialneedsservicesincluding assistedliving, supportedliving, nursinghomesand day care
centres.

6.4.7 TravellerAccommodation

The 2016 Census identified 307 travellers prese@astlebar on census night. The Council recognises
the distinct culture and lifestyle of the Travelling Community and it will endeavour to provide suitable
accommodation for travellensho areindigenous to thearea.Humbert Way orthe N5Westport Road
isthe only designated haltingite in Castlebar.
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The Traveller Accommodation Programme 2@D24 outlines the Councils proposals to meet the
accommodation needs of traveller families in the county as a whole, including Castlebar and sets out
a strategy to acieve these proposals. The Council will consult with the Travelling Community, their
representative organisations and local communities in relation to the siting, planning and design of
traveller accommodation such as halting sites or group housing sch@masler to promote social
inclusion.

6.4.8 LowEnergyHausing

Thedesign construction and operation oéwbuildingshas a significant role play in reducing energy
demand and increasing energy efficiency into the future. The Nearly ZeecgyBuildings (NZEB)
applies to all new buildings occupied after the 31st December 2020. Therefore, all new Wwimes
have a typical Building Energy Rating (BER) of A2 compared within the current rating for new builds of
A3.

Retrofitting and refurbishment athe existing housing stock also plays an important role in meeting
higher energy efficiency standards in the future. Grants are available through the Sustainable Energy
ldziK2NARGE 2F LNBfFYR 60{9!L0 (2 dz2aJANI RS (KS SySNH& STFTAOASyOe 2% |

6.5 Commurity, ArtsandEducationaFacilities

Castlebar is well catered for in terms of community and social facilities and has many active
community groups, and publiand socialenterpriseslocatedin the town including CastlebarTidy
TownsCommittee,CastlebatCA Castlebar Social Services, Fordige, etc. These gnawpbeen very
successful in delivering a number mfojectsincluding the development of community initiatives,
social inclusion initiatives, Healthy Ireland projects, farmers market,ramerous improvements to
derelict and disused buildings in the town. Delivering physical and social infrastructiaredem with
residential development to support the continued development of a healthy, active and liveable town
is a core aim of the Pta The Council seek to support commurdég, arts & cultural projects which
enhance the wellbeingof residents of the town and improve the quality of the environment in the
town.

Health services in Castlebar include a Mayo University & The Sacred Heart Hospitals,
Mayo/RoscommonHospice,Castlebar Primary Care Centre, Western Care facility and many other
health services. The Plan supports the proportionate expansion of healthcare facilities in the town and
will zone sufficient land for this purpos€astlebaris served by foumprimary schools, and three
secondary schoolgseeFiguress.1,6.2& 6.3 ¢ StD S NJ- (BolRs§si Josephs (Girls) and Davitt College
(Mixed), the schools are located on the Newport Road, The Lawn and Springfield respeativedy

Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) alémsa campusn Castlebar and hdseen integrated as part

of the Atlantic Technological University alongside Sligo IT, Letterkenny IT. The Plan will support the
proportionate expansion of education facilitiés the town and land is zoned for this purpose.
Castlebar is served by educational provision for students with special needs and disabilities including
{dd . NARQAa IyR {dd !yiK2yeQa {LISOAIf al0kz2z2fa f20F0SR 2y tI@AfAZ2Yy |\
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Castlebar is also home to a number of adult educational providers including the Mayo College of
Further Education and the Castlebar Adult Learning Centre. The provision of adult education services
will continue to be supported in the Plan.

6.6 GaeltachiServie Town

Castlebar is a designated Gaeltacht Service Town under the Gaeltacht Act 2012, it was designated as
it has a significant role in providing public services, recreational, social and commercial facilities for
ySIENb& DIStidl OKi( Qa fache ActSs tdddeNtifyhawSo f@ster ard Kethforbel e
positive impact Castlebar can have on the Irish Language.

A language plan for Castlebar is currently being prepared, the purpose of which is to provide for an
encourage the increased use of the lirisanguage in family, educational, public, social, recreational
and commercial life.

6.7 SportsandRecreation

Castlebar has a lot to offer in terms of sport and recreation and has a number of sporting and
recreational facilities, particularly the facilities Bough Lannagh whicban kecome a nationdy
important Sports and Adventure Hublhe facilitiesnclude a loop walk, swimming pool & gym,
climbing wallfacility, tennis club, Multi Use Games Amenity (MUGA) and holiday vilkgecond
phaseof Mayo multisport facilitiesat Lough Lannaglk proposedn the town

Other leisurefacilities in Castlebar include The Town Park, The Mall, football grounds at Milebush,

Castlebar Celtic, Castlebar Town FC, GMIT and GAA pitchesHal®Park antl I 8 Gt So I NJ aA G OKSf f Qazx
Driving Range and Castlebar Golf Cluttlose proximity to the plan ardéa ¢ KSNBE | NB OKAf RNByQa
playgrounds and a number MUGAs located within the town boundary, Lough Lannagh has been

F RILIWGSR T2 N OKPoliciesNds ya@adional JacHities imclude 2upport for local sporting

and community organisations to develop their facilities and provide activities for residents and visitors

to Castlebar. The plan also seeks to ensure that new school provision has adequate spaigiaed |

facilities that will be open for use to local communities. The Plan seeks to improve the overall

appearance of the town by developing and enhancing existing amenities and facilities.

6.8 OpenSpaceand Amenities

High quality open spaces and amenity aremre essential for a good quality of life and are key
components of sustainable communities. Castlebar is well served in this regard, with natural amenities
including Lough Lannagh, Saleen Lough, Turléu§hd G L2 NIi DNBSy gl &z ¢246y tIFNJX OKAfRNBYyQa 461
and playgrounds and sports fields. Green infrastructure includes nature conservation areas, parks,
open space, rivers, floodplains, wetlands, woodlands, farmland and town greenways which support
and improve environmental conditions in a way that facilitatesisonmental, economic and societal
benefits. Theprotection of Green Infrastructure as well as the redevelopn@mublic open spaces

and amenity areasyhich are accessible to all, as well as providing play spaces for children that are
safe is promotedn this Plan.

6.9 MayoAgeFriendlyStrategy
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Thepurposeof the Mayo AgeFriendlyStrateg(MAFS)sto workto improvethe servicesandfacilities

that our older people have identified as being important to them and the wider community, as they
live healthy and active lives. Age Friendly projects include, inter alia, the follovdgdoor Spaces

and Buildings; Transportation; Housing; Respect and Social Inclusion; Social Participation;
Communication and Education; Civic Participation and Employmeatti-and WellbeingThe Mayo

Age Friendly Strategy seeks to support older people to live independently with confidence, security
and dignity in their homes for as long as possible and to encourage this age group to maintain, improve
and manage their heditand wellbeing.

Public realm projects will have regard to and implement the principles of the Universal Design and Age

CNASYRf& LNBflIyRQa 3IdARIFIYyOS IyR 322R LINI OGAOS R20dzySyida 2y w! 3§

CNASYRf& Ay GKS tidedTha Ban wibalsb 3e6kSo easkir§, Miere Pd3dibke, that
homes in new residential developments are universally designed to the Lifetime Homes standard set
out in Quality Housing for Sustainable Communi{BEHLG, 2007).

6.10 CommunityandClimateChang

The greening of built environments can contribute to climate change adaptation and mitigation, by
cooling the surrounding area and providing homes for wildlife, as well as ecosystem services. It also
boosts property values and adds to the quabifyiife by filtering the air, reducingnoiseand creating
attractive placeswhere peoplecanlive or spendtime. Castlebar has a number of vibrant community
groups active in promoting climate action and enhancing biodiversity within the géPéanMayo
CountyCouncilwill seekto providesupportto the localcommunityin the developmentof sustainable
energy initiatives.

6.11 ResidentiaDevelopmen®& Sustainabl€€ommunitiefolicy& Objectives

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

Encourage the compact growth of Castlebar and undertake a town centre first approg
ensure that development proceeds sustainably and at an appropriate scale, densit
sequence and in line with the County Core Strat€gle.

Promote healthy placenaking, increase the liveability factor of Castlebar, encourage
most efficient use of land, and ensure a mixture of residential unit types that are desi
and constructed on the principles of universal desige;ltihg adaptability and energ
efficiency.

Encourage the reuse of upper floors above commercial premises in Castlebar for resi
accommodation.

Supportnew residentialdevelopmentand infill developmentthat occursin tandem with
the delivery of supporting physical and social infrastructure.

Support approved housing bodies and other sectoral agencies in the provision of a g
diversity of housing type and tenure, including social housing and exploring new mog
low cost rental and affordable homeownership.
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It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

Support, promote and facilitatehe appropriate consolidation, densification and/o
redevelopment of brownfieldand infill sites for residentialuses within the footprint of
the existing built up area where appropriate including living above the sho
opportunities.

Safeguard the amenity and integrity of completed residential estates and provid
smarter travel options, it is the objective of the Council to ensure that new ac
proposals to any adjoining lands through an existing completed residential estg
provided for pedestrian or bicycle movements/connectivity only.

Seek to provideTraveller Specific Accommodation at appropriate locations close to
services, including education, community, health, recreation and public transport fac
in accordancewith the Traveller Accommodation Programme 20192024 (or any
updated).

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

Require that an appropriate sustainable mix of housing type, tenure, density and ¢
provided in all new residential areas, and in appropriatewnfield/infill areas to meet
the needs of the population of Castlebar, including the provision of special needs ho|
which includes housing for older people, people with disabilities, social housing, affor
housing and accommodation for the tr@lling community.

It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

Require that a good mix of housing types and sizes is provided in all new residential
and in appropriatdrownfield/infill areaswithin the town centre and existing residenti
areas to meet the needs of the population of Castlebar, including the provisio
appropriate supported housing and longer term residential care solutions designe
older people and/or people with disabilitieshis will includeaccommodation provideg
under Part V requirements

Support and ppmote high levels of energy conservation, energy efficiency and the
of renewable energy sources in existing buildings,uitiolg retro fitting of energy|
efficiency in traditional buildings. All new buildings will be required to achieve the N
ZeroEnergy Buildings (NZEB) standard in line with the Energy Performance of Bu
Directive (EPBD).

75



HSC® Comply with the Special Policy Planning Requirements (SPPRs) for apartment ste
and building heights issued under Section 28(1) of the Planning and Developme|
2000 (asamended).

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

Support the role of Castlebar as a Gaeltacht Service Town and support the implemer
of Castlebar Irish Language Plan when published.

It isan Objectiveof the Councilto:

Supportandassisthe formulationandimplementationof IrishLanguag®langhroughthe
lead agency Udaras Na Gaeltachta, within Castlebar as a Gaeltacht service To
defined underthe GaeltachtAct,2012.

AgeFriendlyPolicies

It isa Policyof the Councilto:

HS®8 Promote an agédriendly town, which seeks universal accessibility andfagadly homes
in accordance with the Agériendly Ireland Ten Universal Design Features, 2021, ¢
the bestpractice guidance outlined in the Building for Bxare ¢ A Universal Desig
Approach, by the Centre of Excellence in Universal Design.

AgeFriendlyObjectives

It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

HSC®@ Support the objectives set out in Mayo Age Friendly County Str&@28¢2026 and any
subsequent strategy, regarding the implementation of Age Friendly principles ir
planning, design and delivery of physical infrastructure, public realm works, busines
commercialpremises.

HSCQ® Encourage the delivery of facilities and services for older people, at appropriate loc:
in Castlebar.
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It isa Policyof the Councilto:

Facilitate and support broad range of community, cultural and recreational facilities
serve the future needs of the residents of the Plan area and its wider catchment.

It is an Objectiveof the Councilto:

Facilitate and secure the provision of social infrastructure to support existing and
communities within the Plan area, in a manner which provides flexibility to respor
varied and changing community needs.

Encourage the development of newdilities and improvements to and expansion
existing facilities for educational, early learning, childcare and healthcare facilitie
appropriate locations in Castlebar.

Actively engage with the Department of Education and Skills inidestification and
delivery of school sites to address the emerging demands.

It isan Objectiveof the Councilto:

Support, promote and facilitate the development of cultural, arts and performa
spaces irCastlebar.

Support the endeavours @ports and community groups in thieacquisition and/or use
of lands for sports andecreation purposes.

Facilitate and promote the development of a network of playgrounds, amenity sp
and recreational areas for children of all ages which are universally dedigreedyhout
the town and its environs.

Supportand facilitate the provisionfor the developmentof an outdoor running track
for Castlebar.

Develop a recreational strategy for Lough Lannagh, in order to aid and enable Cast
emergence as a major sports and adventure destination in Mayo.

Seek the development of additional municipal facilities that are available for all
within the town of Castlebar andsisurrounding areas.
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Chapter 7MOVEMEN® TRANSPORT

7.1 StrategicAim

Promote and develop a sustainable, integrated transport system for Castlebar that prioritises
walking,cyclingandpublictransport,andprovidesan appropriatelevelof roadinfrastructure,

road capacity and traffic managementto support future developmentand enhance
connectivity to and from regional towns and cities.

7.2 Introduction

On a national level, both planning policy and transport policy emphasises the need to provide
efficiencies for the movement of people and goods, throigkegrated multimodal, accessible and

affordable transport networks, high quality networks support competitiveness, economic progress,

balanced regional development, access to opportunities. In addition, a key aim of NPF is the delivery
ofimprovedsustay I 6t S Y20AtAGe Ay 2dzNJ G26ya FyR GAffl3Saz
Plan(s) to move away from polluting and carbon intensive population systems to new cleaner
technologies, with transport related emissions set to reduce by 51% by 2080eauce vehicle

kilometres travelled by 20%.

7.3 Castlebar Context

Chapter 6 of the Mayo County Development Plan sets out the cdemg} context for Movement and
Transport. Mayo has one of the highest average rates of private car usage compared to ¢imalnati
average. Coupled with a lack of viable transport alternatives to commuters, the result is in a high
dependency on the private car. This trend is reflected in the high levels-basad travel in Castlebar,
where the historical dispersed and discooted nature of development has placed limitations on
movement and circulation.

In Castlebar, the private car is still the main mode of transport. This Plan seeks to reduce the reliance
on the private car and to focus lane and development, in line witsustainable transport
alternatives. By locating people close to employment and complimentary services the need-for car
based travel is reduced, which makes active travel a more viable alternative. It is recognised that both
location and design of develagnt has a fundamental influence on travel patterns, and therefore an
integrated approach to land use and transportation is taken.

It is equally important that Castlebar maintains and develops its existing transport related
infrastructure including roadail and transport links to ensure its functional role both as a Tier 1 Key
Town and its shared strategic role as an Economic Growth Cluster (Cadtiebgort) in the
advancement of the Atlantic Economic Corridor (AEC) initiative.

A suite of policies and objectives set out in the County Development Plan promote and underpin the
delivery and provisions for transport in line with compact, sequential growth. A major challenge facing
Castlebar ig the facilitation of future growth balaced against the need to address traffic congestion,
whilst improving connectivity and movement of people within the town area, the wider area and
beyond.
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7.4 Integration of Land Use, Transport and Sustainable Mobility

Settlement patterns play a fundamental role in influencing how people travel, both the distances
undertaken and the modal choice. The proximity of populations to education, retail and leisure assists
in generating an environment which promotes a shift tedsa active modes, such as walking and
cycling. Therefore, there is a need to ensure that alternatives to the car are integrated in the design
of streets and public spaces, prioritising cycling and walking as active transport modes. The effective
managemenbf space within the town centre should deliver a high level of priority and permeability
for walking and cycling to create accessible, attractive, vibrant and safe places to work, live, shop and
engage in community life.

The Mayo County Development Plaxamines the existing modes of travel and modal split,
recognising the need to reduce car dependency through the promotion of compact development,
sustainable travel and the integration of lande and transport in planning for future growth, in line
with its Core Strategy.

In compliance with objective MTO 1 of the CDP and regional policy objective RPO 6.17 of the RSES, a
Local Transport Plan (LTi®peingprepared for Castlebar (Castlebar LTP)

7.5 CastlebatocalTransportPlan(CTLP)

TheemergingCastlelar LTP is aimed at providing a functional and active travel network from the town
centre outwards. It has been prepared in collaboration with the NTAvahdun concurrenty with

this Plan. The Local Transp&tanpresents an evidenebased assessment the town, which takes

into consideration the location, landse and transport infrastructure and provides a suite of
recommendations for various modes of travel to serve forecasted travel demand based on population
& employment growth targets for Castlab

A key aim of themergingCastlebar LTP is to improve the integration between Land Use and Transport
Planning. It provides an appraisal of the current transport environment bringing sustainable transport
considerations to the forefront. In particulahe LTP provides alternatives to daase travel, including

the promotion of active travel and alternative technologies, as well as a strategy for the delivery of
sustainable transport. It provides a suite of necessary supporting infrastructure/measotes a
services, in line with land uses, through a range of design solutions and specific measures aimed at
enhancing the physical public realm and transport network.

The approach taken to achieve a more sustainable transport sector is based on theSAiteid
Improve principle as set out in National Sustainable Mobility Policy
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Reduce or avoid
the need for
travel

Land-use planning

Shift to more
environmentally
friendly modes

Public transport,
active travel

A

Figure 7.1AvoidShiftimprove Principle (Source: National Sustainable Mobility Policy, 2022)

7.5.1 Castlebark Overview/Context

A number of key considerations have bemmsidered The main issues or challenges presented are

summarised below:

Compact development
growth:

Issue(s)

wrelationship betweerthe
Town Centre and
periphery

Major Roads- N5 route:
Issues
wseverance

wcar dominated
environment

wpoor junction design

w few crossings

Castlebar River:
Issues

wSeverance

Connecting the town centre with neighbourhoods and the periphery of LAP area is identifi
a primary challenge. The absence of active tréaeilitates & suitable infrastructure impedes
the use of sustainable active options. Providing physical sokitio facilitate active travel wil
facilitate developmentin particular- by promoting compact development within the tow
centre as a priority focal point and then moving outwards to neighbourhood (resider
educational and employment areas) within the plan will greatly assist in increasing tl
accessibility catchment of the town centre.

The N5 route is an important north/south link. The Nfite through town is a car dominater
environment and acts as an inner relief road for local traffic as well as a transit route for ex
traffic. The key junctions along the N5 are lacking pedestrian and cyclist facilities, witl
crossing points. TN58 route through town currently presents several barriers to active tre
interaction with(a) the main employment areas to the east of the town, (b) train staiod (c)
many residential estates.

The openingof the new N5 Turlough tdVestport Roadbypass) presents an opportunity t
implement a sustainable transport network in tandem with the removal of through traffic wi
the town. Additionally, improving active travel infrastructure across the route will assit
creating permeable and accesski route to the town centre for active travel users.

The Castlebar River runs parallel to N5 route through the town and represents an importa
north/south link. Crossings of the river within the town centre are adequate and frequent
although accessibility, connectivity and signposting is lacking. The ofotttle town is cut off
by the river, with much fewer crossing opportunities available. fiver therefore presents an
issue of severance. The current route for pedestrians and cyclists for residents from west
river to the town centre is circuitous as there is no direct access to the greenway that coni
to the Town Park, thus acting as aeleent for active travel.

Improved linkages across the river north of the towill provide more direct connection fron
the west side (residential area) to the employment/industrial area along Moneen Road t
east). The provision of dink would increase connectivity and provide a level of filtere
permeability encouraging modal shift to active travel modes.
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Linkages/connectivity The NUM Audit highlighted several constraints in the existing network that discourage ar
(general) travel. These include absence of footpaths along desire lines; absence of pedestrian cros
on likely desire lines; discontinuities in footpath network; verticalaegion of footpath and
carriageway; inadequate width of footpath/shared surfaces; inadequate -witdbility at
wPoor connectivity crossings; lengthy pedestrian crossings; footpath condition; absence of hazard tactile p
throughout the plan area  cycle lane pavement condition; discontinuitizscycle network; separation of cycle lanes a
parking; drainage/ponding; lighting; and filtered permeability opportuniti8gveral of the
aforementionedare classed as maintenance issues and can be readily addressed by the C

whilst others requiredetailed design and planning to remedy.

Issues

Junctions (general) Many junctions are identified as barriers to active travel due to lack of pedestrian/cyclist

facilitates as well as the prominence of their location(s).
Issues

) - Junctions identified for improvements/interventions, are as follows:
wBarriers to active travel

within the town centre Mini Roundabout at LucaBtreet and Lower Charles Street;

Roundabout at Humbert Way, NSWestport Road & Lannagh Road,;

Roundabout at Humbert Way, Nf.awn Road, Spencer Street & N60 Westport Road,;
Roundabout at Dublin Road, N5Lawn Road & Moneen Road;

Roundabout at StephenaBvey Way & Hopkins Road;

Roundabout at Lannagh Road & Hopkins Road & Tesco Car Park;

Junction of Newport Road & Pound Grove;

Junction of Pontoon Road & Turlough Road;

Junction of John Moore Road & Humbert Way;

Junction of N60 Breaffy Road & N88&tationRoad.

Redesign of these junctions to accommodate active travel modes will facilitate ease of ac
for pedestrians and cyclists to thewn centre.

— = = = = = = —C = —C

Car dominance Castlebar Town has developed witte private car being the predominant mode of transpol
Carbased travel is deeply engrained in the way people navigate the area and despit
6SySTAaAtGa 2F OGAGBS (NI yaLR2 NIz i héhavidlNmator
traffic is therefore a fundamental barrier to walking and cycling. Legacy of overreliance c
private car and cabased infrastructure including junctions, accessibility, circulation and par
requires rethinking in order to adaptd prioritise transport efficiency and shift to sustainak
modes.

wThe car centric network is
outdated and does not
meet the needs of
communities

The removal of barriers to active travel is required in such a way tliteisnot cause undue
effect to vehicular traffic with a rebalancing of the networkaway from the private carot
sustainable modes in order to stimulate these behavioural changes.

7.5.2 Main considerations

The Area Based Transport Assessment (ABTA) carried out as pareofatgngCastlebar LTP found
that Castlebar town already has a-frbh walkingcatchment and a 1:@nin cycling catchment which
encompasses the whole town. The existing transport network is comprised of the follgwing

Cycling Cycle facilities are generally stdtandard; discontinuous networks; poor cycling facilities; poor
pavement& road conditions, obstructions (parked cars), termination of cycle facilities stop in
advance of a junction.

Walking Poor pedestrian facilities. several major junctions are lacking pedestrian facilities, no crossings
provided along desire lines, narrdaotpaths and abrupt endings.

Bus There iscurrently no bus network within the Town. A local link service is in operation for vulnerable
population; good service connection to Castlebar from neighbouring towns.

1 Non-Motorised User Accessibility Audit (NUs&rried out as part of the emerging Castlebar LTP
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A principle aim therefore is to delivéhe necessary osstreet infrastructure to provide continuous
and consistent Active Travel Links (incl. commuting, leisure, tourist and familygggadhimproved
accessibility for pedestriandn this regard, improvements to the transport networka@sned at
promoting accessibility and permeability and enhancsafer connectivitypoth within the town and
its wider areain order to facilitate local trips by bicycle and by fodhe principleaims include

Promotion of modal shift to sustainable modes

Developanintegrated transport system

Maintainandimprove reliability of journey times on key routes

Accessibility to all population cohorts

Provide a transport system that supports the economy and growing population of the,town
Protect andenhance the built & natural environment.

= =4 -4 —a —a -—a

A number of key objectives have come to the forefront, all of which focus on improving the transport
network. It is intended that movement and circulation in Castlebar can, in part, be improved by
focussing on théollowing keyareas

Cycle Network:

A Develop a connected, continuous cycle network including greenway, primary and secondary feeder rout
residential, education, employment, health care, town centre and community centres.

A Upgrades & repairs to dap-day routes between residential and local education, employment and commun
facilitates.

A Enhancement of existing infrastructure i.e. new pedestrian links to address severance caused by N5 & Ca
River.

A Improve filtered permeability via laneways aodening up of cutle-sacs i.e. use of laneways & opening up of cul
de-sacs to promote/facilitate cycling activity, increase directness & connectivity.
A Provide dedicated cycle facilitates at the following junctions:
1 N5 & Moneen
N5 & Speoer Street
N5 &Lannagh
Stephen Garvey Way & Hopkins Road & TESCO
Hopkins Road & Lannagh Road.

— = =

—c

A Provide a safe & secure covered cycle park within the t/centre & at majoattripctors.

Charging Infrastructure within the town centre area
A Improved or new public lightingecurity and signage for cycling routes.

-

Public Transport Network:
A LYLINRBOS NBdziAy3 3 FNBIdSyOe 2F SEA&GAY3I o0dzda &SND
trips within the town area.

A Improve frequency & connectivity of existing rail services.

A Improve integration between train station, towgentre and local bus routes.

A 9yKIyOS O02yySOlGAgAadte 2F /1adtSolFNIGNIAY adldazy
infrastructure

A Provide bus priority infrastructure in the t/centre.

A Improve transporstops.

A Provide/facilitde convenient access from residential, employment, education, healthcare and town centre to pu|
transportstops.
A Develop a bus interchange at Stephen Garvey Way i.e. covered, secure waiting area & welfare facilitates.

82



Pedestrian Network:

A Develop a series @bnnectedcontinuous routes to connect main origin and destinations via a functional pedestri
network with adequate crossing facilities.

A 1 LJANIRSAa 9 NBLIANAR (2 aRIFe (2 Rreé¢ 1Se@ enPlophédtando §
community facilities.

A Enhance existing infrastructure by providing new pedestrian links to overcome severance caused by the N
Castlebar River.

A Improve filtered permeability via laneways and opening up ofdessacs i.e. use of lanewaysofening up of cul
de-sacs to promote pedestrian activity, increase directness & connectivity

A Improve safety for pedestrians and vulnerable road users by improving crossing points. In particular along th
N84, Stephen Garvey Way/Hopkins Road, Lannagld Rnd Westport. Road.

A Improve accessibility for vulnerable population cohort within the Town Centre area priority parking, handrai
gradients, seating, footpath widening, public toilets and public bins.

A Improved public lighting, signage asecurity/surveillance along walking routes

Traffic management measures within the town centre to reduce unnecessary vehicular trips.
t NPGARS Wt KFaS mQ 2F GKS b2NIKSNY hNBAGHE wihgss
Provide Electric Vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure in the Town Centre

Maintain adequate vehicular capacity aadcess.
Provide recommendations on future road schemes required to meet capacity requirements and changing t
patterns.

A
A
A
A
A

7.5.3 Concept

¢KS LINAYEFNE &GNFGS3e A& + WOSYUGNB 2dzi F LIINEI OKQsS o6F&aSR 2y | ¥Fdzy O
network from the town centre outwards. Short trips (less than 2km) account for approximately 40%

of carbased trips. By encouraging active traeelshort journey trips within the Plan area a significant

portion of unnecessary journeys can be reduced.

Evidence suggests that the town centre area has a relatively good standard of accessibility for active
travel, consisting of a permeable networkgamented by the Castlebar Urban Greenway. However, it
must be capitalised on in order to create physical environments that incentivises mode shift, by
providing enhanced active travel facilities (mobility hubs, frequent-pidking locations, etc.) and
regular maintenance.

Increasing uptake in active travel trips from surrounding residential areas will be encouraged by

providing active travel network improvements. This will assist in both reducing reliance on the private

car and traffic volume within the ten core. In addition, enabling the delivery of public realm upgrades

FYyR GKS NBolftlyOAy3a 2F AGNBSGaA Ay Tl @2dNis2F WLIS2LX SQF gAGK Ly Syr
considered to be fundamental

The approach also seeks to improve the connectivity armbssibility to the town centre from the

periphery, which focuses on providing the appropriate infrastructural interventions necessary to offer
the greatest degree of accessibility to the largest catchment.
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In addition, improving physical links betweertftown centre / commercial areas and residential areas
with active travel infrastructure will create the required permeability and accessibility and remove
barriers to appropriately serve active modes. The approach also promotes the removing of blockages
to active travel that cause severance by providing high quality continuous pedestrian and cyclist
facilities through junctions and crossings at desire lines.

The recommended measures to promote active travel within the town centre include the provision of
improvements to the public realm; mobility hubs; park and stride facilities and bike share.

7.5.4 Strategy

The emergingCastlebar LTRill be comprised of a number gichemeswhich cover the overall
development of transporin CastlebarThe schemes have been developed to achieve the objectives
set foreachtransportmode (i.e. walking, cycling, public transport, road network) accompanied by a
set of goals for each mode categoEach scheme is comprised of a schedule of physical measures
aimed at facilitating shift away from unnecessary-based travel to more sustainable modes of
travel.

Ultimately, these measures are aimed at ensuring that new development can occur witine
compact, placébased, integrated development, with emphasis on active and sustainable travel
patterns. hdividual projects will be subjected to public consultation, environmental assessments,
heritage studies, relevant statutory procedures, and cadiasian with the relevant statutory
stakeholders.A general overview can be seerfFigures 7.2 and 7.3 below.
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Figure 7.20verview of Scheme proposal (SourEenergingDraft Castlebar Local Transport Plan)
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Figure 7.3Proposed Local Transport Plan Schemes (SobrnergindOraft Castlebar Local Transport Plan)

The physical infrastructure as per the overall LTP Proposal, will provide Castlebar town and environs
with the following travel and transport infrastructure:

Timeline

Scheme Infrastructure/Measures Short Medium Concurrent/ Total
Parallel (quantity)

Proposed/Upgraded Cycle Facilities (km per direction] 27.6km 13.8km 4.3km 45.7km
Upgraded Pedestrian Facilitates (km) 26.9km 12.3km 4.3km 435km
Proposed Pedestrian Facilitates (km) 1.92km 1.5km - 3.42km
Proposed Junction Upgrades 8 7 1 16
Proposed Controlled Crossings 34 24 2 60
Upgraded Permeability Link - - 7 7
Proposed Permeability Link 2 1 9 12
Proposed Active Travel Bridge - - 1 1
Proposed Park & Stride 5 - - 5
Proposed Mobility Hub 1 1 - 2
Road link (Phase 1 Northern Orbital Ring Road) 0.74km 0.74km

Table 7.1Schedule of Proposals
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7.6 Modal Share

The Mayo County Development Plan provides figures for workplace zone dagytipudation and
percentage for modal share for Castlebar, which indicates a doubling of the daytime population (54.6%
population change). The private car is the main mode of transport in Castlebar is 59.35%, which is
slightly below the national average, Wwittar passenger (car sharing) and walking well above the
national average. All other modes of transport, including public transport, are well below the national
average. Therefore, a modal shift is needed towards sustainable transport options to meet our
national targets of reducing (a) carbon emissions by 51% to 2030, and (b) a 20% reduction in vehicle
kilometres travelled. Active travel and a modal shift towards increased public transport usage is crucial
for Ireland to meet our carbon emission target(s).

TheemergingCastlebar LTRill provide baseline data (2016 Census data), as well as target ambitions
to reduce caibased trips. A set of targets is provided for the reduction ofzesed travel demand to
other sustainable modes, estimated on a 30% a@¥%Zto allow for variables). Table 7.1 below shows
the current modal share and mode share ambitions up to 2029. Table 7.3 below indicates the potential
for carbon reduction per mode. Table27below shows the estimated potential shift (by mode)
resulting fom the delivery of each individupfoposal

Current Mode Mode ShareAmbitions to 2029
Share Shift from casbased trips (local journeys)
As per 30% shift 20% shift
2016 Census | (based on delivery of schemes (based on delivery of schemes)

Private Car 66% 44% (22%) 50% ¢16%)
Cycle 3% 10% (+7%) 8% (+5%)
Walk 29% 40% (+11%) 36% (+7%)
Public Transport 3% 6% (+3%) 6% (+3%)

Table 72 Current Mode Share and Modal Shift Ambitions to 2(88urce: Draft Castlebar Local Transport Plan)

30% Mode Shift to 20% Mode Shift to
Sustainable Modes Sustainable Modes

Increase in Cycle Mode Share 1504 1003
Increase in Walking Mode Share 2256 1504
Decrease in Private Car Mode Share 3760 2507
Carbon Reduction 621t per annum 330t per annum

Table 73 Mode Shift Impact per Modé& potential for reduction in carbon emissions (Sourbeaft Castlebar
Local Transportation Plan)
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Trips in

Catchment Private Car Tr-ips Remaining Increase in S‘:ustai-nahle Mode
with Trips with
(2016 Base Year)
30% Mode 20% Mode 30% Mode 20% Mode
All Private Shift to Shift to Shift to Shift to
Modes Car Sustainable Sustainable Sustainable Sustainable
Modes Modes Modes Modes
1 5124 3331 2331 2664 939 666
2 2896 1696 1188 1357 509 2
3 2046 1084 759 868 325 217
1 1603 946 662 757 284 189
5 62 52 36 42 16 10
6 9653 5423 3796 4339 1627 1085
Total 21384 12533 8773 10026 3760 2507

Table 74 Mode Shift Impact per Scheme (Sourbeaft Castlebar Local Transportation Plan)

7.6.1 Monitoring &Review Castlebar LTP

The performance of the Castlebar LTP will be measured in relation to the progress maddstawa
objectives, evidence of increased use of sustainable modes of transport, evidence of reduced reliance
on private car travel and appraisdts each Proposal (1 to 6)Factof the LTP Proposdisve a set of
indicators and targets and indicativenline.

7.7 Roads

Castlebar is a Key Town in the settlement hierarchy for County Mayo, and a linked Economic Growth
Cluster with Westport. Both the local and strategic transport network is therefore vital to the
movement of people and goods. Castlebar is/edrby a strong road network, of national primary,
national secondary and local roads. Castlebar has benefitted from recent investment in road
infrastructure. The N5 bypass, a dual carriageway linking Castlebar to Westport, marks a significant
road improvenent, which reinforces the status of the CastleMdestport Economic Growth Cluster,

with commuting time between both settlements less than 10 minutes. This investment will also serve
to reduce through traffic and redirecting local throughffic.

7.7.1 Stratedc Context

The connectivity provided by the N5, N84 (National Primary Roads) and the N60 (National Secondary
Road), in addition to the R378, R310 and R311 regional roads, provide a good strategic links to the
national and regional road network. The mainéce of these roads is a priority to ensure highel

of functionality/service, safety, accessibility and connectivity to the national and regional road
network is upheld.

The Plan seeks to safeguard the development and carrying capacity of the naedamhaifrastructure

along existing key routes such as the N5 (as extended), N84 and N60 route corridors. New
development along these routes will be required to accord with policies of the Mayo County
Development Plan to safeguard routes from developmeat thould compromise safety, integrity or
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capacity. Development proposals which may affect national roads within or adjacent to the Plan
boundary must have regard to the requirements of the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines
(DTTS, 2012) and théraffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (TIl, 2014). The Council is
committed to continue to work in partnership with the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) and other
stakeholders in the design process and the delivery isfrthute and any futureoad schemes.

7.7.2 Local Context:

The Council is committedo improving better connectivity, movement and circulation within
Castlebar. A number of key Road projects are proposed in the Plan area, which if delivered will
facilitate vehicular movement away from the main buifi areas and reducing unnecessary through
traffic.

7.8 Parking

Parking within Castlebar town centre is well served by surface car parks, all within a close range of the
main shopping locationsat Spenser St, Castle St, Mill Lane (west of Market St), Supervalu/Pennies
car park (New Antrim Street), Tesco/Dunnes Stt@laws/Boots car parks (Hopkins Rd), Aldi/Next car
park (Lannagh Rd), and Pavillion Rd-s@®eet parking is also available, though limited. Most of the
car park facilities in the town centre are fee paying and / or time restricted (generally up tootws h
limit).

While it is necessary to have parking provision within the town, the devotion of large portions of the
town centre to surface parking requires a new perspective, in line with the overarching objectives of
this Plan, in particular regeneraton within the town centre, compact development and transport
planning. A number of town centre Opportunity Sites have been identified within the core area, which
are located on or adjacent to existing surface-park areas. The development of these sited
potentially reduce the extent of surface eparking available into the future.

Whilst there is a focus on active travel mode and shift away frontased trips, the development of

alternative parking solutions and measures as the need to cateprfeate car parking in the town

OSYyiNB gAftt O2yliAyds$Sed ¢KSaS VYSIadaNBa AyOfdzRS LINRPOGAAAZY 2F Wt NJ |
the edge of the town centre to cater for the lowtistance trips into Castlebar. Such facilities encourage

car commutes to switch to alternative modes of transport (i.e. walking & cycling), which is particularly

effective for those who commute to school or employment centres.

7.9 Public Transport
7.9.1 Bus

The provision ofin indicativenorth/south and east/west linear bus routeincorporating two bus
interchange stops at Stephen Garvey Way and at the Old Westport Road (Mayo University Hospital)
would facilitate an inbound and outbound interchange. In addition, a mobility hub in Mill Streetcar
park is included as part of the grosed bus network. See Figurelt &nd Figure B below. Two
indicativebus routes are proposeda north/south route and an east/west route covering a distance

of c.1.9km. The routes are-tlirectional and include 50 stops (approx. 12 stops for each rouw@ch
direction). The distribution of bus stops is indicative only with a proposed frequency of 1 bus every
30minutes. A local bus service within the town will provide a new transport alternative to residents.
As such, the delivery of a local public laegvice has the highest potential to encourage shift to
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sustainable modedAny future town bus service will be developed in conjunction with the NTA under
their Town Bus Service Programme.

Legend
Proposed E/W Service

—— Proposed N/S Service
{777 Proposed Bus Route Catchment (N/S Service)
7] Proposed Bus Route Catchment (EMW Service)

* Proposed Mobility Hub

Figure 74 Proposed Bus Routes 300m catchment (SouEceergingDraft Castlebar Local Transport Blan

Figure 75 Proposed Bus Routes 300m catchment (Soutceerging Draft Castlebar Local Transport Plan
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